A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 

all delivered unto the saints 
, 1942, 


kntered as second-class matter May 15 


at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C 
oume V — Number 14 


., under the Act of March 3, 1879.” 


NOVEMBER 15, 1946 


Yearly Subscription $1.00 


EDITORIAL 


The Echo Too Rarely Heard — A Strange Quirk Of The Human Mind 
“Revive Us Again?” 


The Federal Council And National Policy 
The Greatest Need Of All — God - Or Man’s Idea Of “God?” — Spontaneous? 


A Commission — Cullings From Current Theology 
| 
NEED AND MEANS OF REVIVAL 
By Rev. J. Moody McNair 
SEVEN TOPFLIGHT BOOKS FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 
: By John R. Richardson, D.D. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
(December 1-8-15) 


| 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 
(December 1-8-15) 

WOMAN’S WORK 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette — 


YOUNG READERS’ PAGE 


GENERAL CHURCH NEWS 


BOOK REVIEWS 


OF PRINCES 

THE 

RE 


Page 2 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Nov. 15, 194m Nov. 
= 
. THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL | 
: The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States | “y 
: PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY INC. may" 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. | Le’ 
i Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor — Montreat, N. C. i world 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS | gt 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. Oe cee 
Rev. W. G. Foster Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D, | and 
Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III victo} 
) Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. John M. Wells, D.D. | With 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS divide 
Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes | at oul 
: Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Mr. Harvey G. Davis Rev. Charlton Hutton B® probl 
» Mr. W. Gettys Guille Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Mr. T. S. McPheeters ie worse 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 3 Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. | What 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. | joicin 
we ae ne bad ww we we bad bed 
There 
EDITORIAL A Strange Quirk Of oety 
when 
Thad Echo! Too The Human Mind 
All students of human psychology are forced t face, 
Rarely Heard recognize certain eae ition toward queer and worth 
All of us can remember how fascinated we were abnormal modes of thought. Among our abnormag &"°# 
as children by an echo. When we shouted down quirks is found the tendency to refuse to accep “A 
a deep well, or in a tunnel, or under some high truth at face value and instead, concoct false ex -~ 
we heard our back Again, planations. 
when we were out in the country and a train | 
whistled, we heard the echo go ringing through the Randolph Churchill had this thought in op and © 
hills, when he wrote in his column a few days ago, “The answe 
trouble is that most people prefer to accept any hope, 
It seems that nature’s response is more faithful explanation, however improbable, rather than acgJ sracio 
than man’s. Every time that God speaks blessing cept the truth which stares us all in the face. [tj our 
to us on earth, there should be an answering re- was just the same with Hitler’s Germany beforgj are in 
sponse of thanksgiving going to Heaven. This the War. Those few who proclaimed the danger off our G 
echo is too feeble and infrequent even from Hitler were denounced as irresponsible warmonggm vine a 
Christian hearts. ers.” Churchill of course was thinking of thi 
. quirk in terms of international relationships. Wag “Re 
In Ephesians 1:3 Paul gives his grateful echo: may also think of it in the matter of interpretatingg] need. 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus the Christian Faith. | : witnes 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual the w 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.’”’ Psalm 103 The Bible and also’ our confessional standards over-] 
sounds the believer’s thankful response to God’s are written in good, simple, and straightforwartdjj appea 
goodness in organ tones: “Bless the Lord, O my language. For centuries readers accepted them ag real p 
soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name. © face value or rejected them. Today there 1s 4 our vi 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his growing tendency to not categorically reject thes 
benefits.”’ | truths but to adopt ingenious explanations whit! “Th 
: explain away obvious truths and substitute fals made, 
We are too moody. We should realize that explanations. world 
Christian gratitude and joy go deeper than surface Only 1 
feeling. It is possible to give thanks when we feel This quirk is evident especially in many churcll yine ; 
tired or sick or sorrowful. We have never caught colleges where courses in English Bible are offered Jabore 
up with God thanksgiving. He is always ahead of In a recent conversation with two young men a thoy: 
us pouring out His blessings. tending a Church-supported college they deplored the re 
‘ this tendency on the part of some of the faculty 
_ We should remember, too, that while God de- members. One pointed out that the professor Mj 4, 
lights in the direct praises of the lips of His saints, | English Bible spent the larger part of the ho e 
He. finds obedience to His will the sweetest echo giving improbable explanations for the plain trutas prenar 
that mortal beings can give. At this place of of Genesis. The other lamented the fact that his if it Ci 
national history when greed and self-seeking and professor of sociology spent most of the hour trying wish t 
lust for pleasure and drunkenness sweep the land, to make outa ae tor the evolution -of man rathe deep; 
He longs for the praise of a humble, pure and than accept the affirmations of Scripture. “ a 
loving Christian life. Let our thanksgiving season na heats 
prayer be: - This quirk of the mind is another evidence a t 
the perverseness and darkness of the 
Teach me, my God and King, mind. It is also a confirmation of the fact that mg — toris 
In all things Thee to see, matter how much secular education one may 1a" hire a 
And what I do in everything, the human mind is untrustworthy apart from tt cal z 


To do it as to Thee.” 
.—C. N. W., ILI, 


regeneration and enlightment of the Holy § 7 
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“Revive Us Again?” 


“Wilt thou not revive us again; that thy people 
may rejoice in thee?” Ps. 85:6. 


‘Let us start at the end of our auestion. The 


world is in a most unhappy condition, to put it 
very mildly. For many nations and peoples it is 


a time of unparalleled sorrow. Our nation is far 
fom happy. Although victorious in a great war, 
and escaping the destruction which even other 
victorious nations have felt, we are miserable. 
With plentv of money, we are restless, quarrelsome, 
divided; with all our boasted brain power, we are 
at our wit’s end as we face our domestic and foreign 
problems. We seem to be in a state of “‘confusion 
worse confounded.” The Church is unhappy. 
Whatever the cause there is little heart-felt re- 
joicing among God’s people. | 


“Thy people:” this is where a revival must start. 
There is no hope for happiness in the world until 
God’s people are first thrilled through and through 
with genuine jov. The early church had this, even 
when they had little else. 
persecution, often when death stared them in the 
face, they “rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to suffer for His name.” There was 
“sreat joy in their hearts, their homes, their cities.” 


“Again: Israel had to be revived again and: - 


again. Their faith failed; sin came; defeat fol- 
lowed, with suffering, heart-aches, tears, But over 
and over again the patient, long-suffering God, in 
answer to repentance and prayer put new life, new 
hope, new joy into their hearts. We have had 
gracious revivals in America. We have also had 
our periods of barrenness and depression. We 
are in the midst of one now. Should we not beseech 
our Gracious Heavenly Father to “again” visit His 
vine and. in His mercy send showers of blessing? 


“Revive us’’: new life—a revival—is what we 
ned. We are so cold and dead. We are not 
witnessing for our Master and Savior nor reaching 
the unsaved masses of men around us. We are 
over-loaded with non-essentials—with an outward 
appearance of growth and greatness—and devoid of 
teal power. Unbelief and worldliness have sapped 
our vitality. 


“Thou”: revival must start with God. No man- 
made, man-started movement will do us or the 
world any good. It must come down from above 
Only the Lord of the harvest can make the fields 
ripe for the harvest; only He can send forth 
laborers into the fields white for harvest. ‘Wilt 
thu”? Was God ever unwilling? Why does not 
the revival come? | 


He waits for faith, nrayer. prevaration. Are we 
nrenared for a revival? Would we welcome one 
if it came?. Are we so. joined to our idols that we 
wish to be Jet alone? A real revival would cut 
deep: it would shatter our idols, and root out our 
Pet-and secret sins. - Are we really in. earnest 
about wanting a revival? . Do we wish the Lord to 
rend the heavens and come down? We often sing, 
Revive us again.” Would there not be some 
surprise and consternation if our praver and song 
Were answered. When enough of God’s people pray 
this prayer in dead earnest, then God will hear 
and answer and there will be great rejoicing in Him. 
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The Federal Council | 
And National Policy 


Following World War I, some of our highest 
military and naval leaders stated that the activities 
of the Federal Council greatly hampered their 
efforts to maintain an adequate Army and Navy 
for defense. Speaking for “most of the great 
Protestant denominations” a small group of leaders 
in the Council again and again took positions not 
tee by the constituent members of the 

ouncil. 


Pearl Harbor, scores of thousands killed and 
wounded, and the multiplied tragedies of this last 
war and its aftermath do not seem to have taught 
some people a lesson. 


Now the Federal Council comes up with a new 
pronouncement,—a _ suggestion that the United 
States renounce distant military bases; won at 
such cost in blood and money; which might be 
distasteful to Soviet Russia. | 


We believe war with Soviet Russia can be avoid- 
ed, but we do not believe it can be obviated in that 
way. Certainly we resent this pronouncement of 
the Federal Council because we do not believe the 
men making it were representing the opinion of the 
majority of Protestants in America. In fact, the 
Federal Council leadership represents extreme 
liberalism; a far cry from evangelical Protestantism 


- which has done so much for America and for the 


world. 


It is, we believe, such actions which help bring 
discredit to the Church and lessen her influence 
and spiritual power. This is doubly tragic when 
such influence and power are needed now as never 
before. —L.N.B. 


‘The Greatest Need 
Of All 


Christian fellowship is the sweetest thing this 
side of heaven. Church politics does not come in 
the same category. : 


After three editorials in this one issue, dealing 
with unpleasant matters, one has a deep feeling of 
depression. Controversy is certainly unpleasant 
but we are constrained to believe that the Church 
which ceases to have voices of dissent raised against 
unwise and dangerous trends is a Church which will 
eventually lose its usefulness. | 


Raising such a voice does not imply a corner on. 
wisdom or piety. But, the history, standards and. 
work of a Church are very precious, and tendencies — 
away from God-blessed paths should be stated by | 
all who think they see them. | 3 


However, without controversary, we all can cer- 
tainly agree that our great need is a heaven-sent 
revival. We would appeal to all within our Church: 
let us covenant to pray for such a revival. When 
this revival comes we will find ourselves drawn to 
each other because we are closer to Him. We will 


also view our differences in the light of a deeper 


spiritual experience. 


Fathers, brethren, women, young people of our 
Church: Let us pray that God will send this revival, 
“And let it begin in me.” —L.N.B. 
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God—Or Man’s Idea 
Of “God?” 


When an educator writes that ‘“‘No God is greate. 
than his man, and no man is greater than his God,’’ 
he is obviously using the word “god” to describe 
not the living and true GOD, but merely the concep- 
tion which differing men hold of God—men’s ideas 
of “god’’. The same may be said of a recent 
eaption in the British Weekly: ‘“‘A God several 
sizes too small.’ In teaching courses in the history 
of philosophy, one deals with the varying concep- 
tions of the different philosophers. Similarly 
courses in the history of religions use the term god 
to describe conception ranging all the way from the 
little cozy friendly gods of Shintoism, to the pan- 
theism of Brahmanism, or the absolute Allah of 
Mohammed. Some people are insisting that one 
believe in the god of science. But the word 
“science” means man’s unified knowledge concern- 
ing a certain field of interest and investigation. 
Before we agree to believe in “the God of Science,”’ 
we want to know whose science. Kuyper points 
out that there are at least two sciences: (1) the 
science of the naturalist or normalist or positivist 
who holds that everything has naturally evolved 
without any breach of continuity, rejecting such 
doctrines as the Fall, or the miraculous Incarnation, 
and (2) the science of the Christian believer who 
accepts the Bible as the Word of God, who acknow- 
ledges sin and guilt, who looks to Christ for salva- 
tion. Long ago Calvin taught us to start with the 
Bible and using it as spectacles look out through it 
upon God’s works of creation and providence if we 
would read these marvels of His wisdom and power 
aright. And today Calvin’s position has been reaf- 
firmed by such recent thinkers as H. R. Mackintosh 
and Franz Hildebrand. 


Now there is no way to avoid using the word 
“god” in discussing the views of philosophers, 
scientists, comparative religionists. Only when we 
so use the word we ought to make clear to our- 
selves and to our hearers or readers that we are 
using the term of man’s sundry ideas or conceptions 
of God. And we ought carefully to distinguish 
such usage from the Christian apprehension of the 
one only, living and true, GOD. When we speak 
in the Church, or write in her papers we ought to 
limit our use of the word GOD to this sacred sense. 
When we are dealing with the things of the Chris- 
tian faith let us be sure that we take not THE 
NAME OF JEHOVAH in vain. 


When we use the word GOD in the Christian 
sense we are speaking of THE LIVING ONE who 
made the heavens and the earth and all things 
therein, who upholds all things by the word of His 
power, who rules in the armies of heaven and 
among men, who bowed the heavens and came down 
in Christ for us men and for our salvation, who 
translated us from the kingdom of darkness into the 
Kingdom of the Son of His love by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. He is the high and lofty ONE 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose NAME is holy. 
He is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders. His NAME is Jehovah gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and plenteous in loving 
kindness and truth, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gressions and sin, but who will by no means clear 
the guilty. _ God is a Spirit. God is light and in 
Him there is not one bit of darkness. God is love. 
He is a just God at the same time as He is a 
Saviour. He commendeth His love for us in that we 


were yet sinners Christ died for us. And we are 
justified freely by His grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus whom God set forth 
propitiation to declare His righteousness or justice 
in the passing over of sins. We worship Him in the 
NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 


Let us get Bible thoughts about God and then the 


real question will no longer be, what do I think of | 


God?, but what does God think of me? May none 
of us get the sophisticated notion that in my 
fancied pomposity I confer a favor on the universe 
when I see fit to allow that God is, or even that He 
is love. Nor let me fool myself by boldly proclaim- 
ing that I cannot use the conception of the 50. 
vereignty or the justice or the wrath of God. 
Neither the affirmations nor the denials of such a 


man change GOD, at most they only change the © 


man who makes them a worshipper of the one only, 
living and true GOD to an idolater who worships 
a figment of his own imagination. The objective 
reality of GOD in his massive being was never a 
question with Luther. The Reformer was con- 
cerned about what GOD thought of him. His soul 
was tortured with this query, “‘How can I know that 
God is gracious to me?’ Calvin tells us that the 
mind of man is a perpetual manufactory of idols. 


When Professor Hengstenberg taught at Bonn 
he was a very brilliant and decided rationalist. He 
set forth his unbelief in a series of theses. But 
GOD touched his heart in a Moravian service and 
led him by a simple study of the Bible to become a 
firm believer in the Gospel. Accordingly, in his 
first lecture as Professor of Oriental] Languages at 
Berlin, Hengstenberg declared: 7 


“It. matters not whether we make a god out of 
stone or out of our own understanding, it is still a 
false. god. There is but one living GOD, the GOD 
of the Bible.” —Wnm. C. R. 


Spontaneous? 


An overture from a lower to a higher court in 


the Church is a democratic process which we Pres- 


byterians value and guard carefully. 


However, the recent wave of overtures from the 
various Synods, all calling for an investigation of 
Montreat, present a picture which should be ca 
fully studied. 


It would be a naive individual indeed who re- 
garded these overtures as spontaneous and who did 
not attribute them to a central source. 


The “Presbyterian Outlook” published: two edi- 
torials which gave an inaccurate report regarding 
the August meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
the Mountain Retreat Association. The first may 
have been based on a lack of knowledge but the 
second was published after the editor had been 


advised as to what actually transpired. 


_ On this basis a hue and cry was made to have al 
investigation of the ownership and control of 
Montreat. | 


Later, when it was clear that the original 
editorials had been based on inaccurate data, I: 
stead of admitting this fact the plea was changed 
to one for an investigation of administrative 
methods and conditions. But, instead of directing 
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this to those who are responsible before the Church 
for the conduct of affairs at Montreat, the Board 
of Directors, a campaign of innuendo has been 
carried on through picked men in various Synods. 


One Synod was asked to vote for an investigation 
without having presented to it the reason for the 
investigation; questioners being asked to secure this 
information. privately after the meeting. 


In at least two Synods the majority voted 
against the matter when they learned what was 
being engineered. 


The writer is not against investigations. At times 
they have a most salutary effect. For instance, we 
believe a thorough investigation of the Bible De- 


partments of every College and Seminary in our 


Church would be wise; an investigation which would 
disclose those teachers who are loyal to the Bible 
and the Standards of our Church and also those 
who are teaching a theory of inspiration thoroughly 
at variance with both the Bible and our Standards. 


But, while we believe investigations can be wise 
and beneficial, we certainly deplore a centrally 
engineered epidemic of overtures, first based on 
mis-information as to what transpired at a meeting, 
and then continued, despite knowledge to the 
contrary. 


We are not defending Montreat or any other in- 
stitution in our Church. But, we deplored a method 
of procedure by certain individuals which not only 


‘js un-Presbyterian—but which is unworthy of use 


anywhere. —L.N.B 


A Commission 
The Commission on the Minister and His Work 
was established to promote a freer exchange of 
ministers, particularly those men who after a long 


pastorate in one place feel it wise and desirable to 
make a change. 


This Commission is also expected to adivse those 
churches which found it difficult to secure a pastor, 
_ to advise as to the fitness of proposed candi- 
ates, 


When limited to an advisory capacity, as it is by 
Assembly action, and functioning to aid the 
ministers and churches in their problems, as 


originally contemplated, this Commission has been 


a blessing. 


But, when the Commission is used, as it is now 
being used in some instances, to place the “right 
men” in “‘key’’ churches and Presbyteries, we find 
we have a type of political machine which is most 
undesirable. 


We have recently heard of three separate in- 
stances where Commissions have thwarted the desire 
of individual congregations in the calling of a 
pastor; assuming powers which they did not possess 


It would be wise for members of these various 
OMmissions to familiarize themselves with just 
what their function is. It will also be best if con- 
stegations understand that where their Presby- 
lerian prerogative to call a pastor of their own 
choosing is being blocked it is being done so con- 
trary to our book of Church Order. —L.N.B. 


Cullings From Current 
Theology 


‘“‘When the judgment of God shatters our com- 
placency; when the forgiving grace of God meets 
human sin; when His redemption restores the lost 
dignity of the human soul; when His peace quiets 
the deep anxieties of man; when God’s Sovereignty 
becomes the guarantee of human freedom; then no 
questions will be raised about the relevance of a 
theological Seminary.” President Harry Cotton, 
of McCormick Theological Seminary, at the in- 


-auguration of Rev. D. L. Stitt, President of Austin. 


‘In a world where sin could only be vanquished 
by the death of God’s Eternal Son—where only 
Deity could break its power—no merely human 
schemes can inaugurate perfection. The-Kingdom 
of God is a Kingdom which has both come and is 
to come, but its coming again will be by the act of 
God alone, in the perfect day of Jesus Christ... 
This is where the New Testament hope truly re- 
sides, in the final act of God’s redemption. I 
confess to feeling that to feed the people with 
hopes of a perfect society on earth produced by 
human action is to feed them on delusions. The 
tragedies of recent years should teach us better. 
The Perfect Society will come only by the Revela- 
tion of the Lord from Heaven.”’ Inaugural Address 
of Prof. D. W. Hay on taking the Chair of Syste- 
matic Theology in Knox College, 


“This New Testament Church is therefore strictly 
the creature of the Incarnation—of that supreme 
creative and therefore miraculous Act by which 
God purposed to redeem this world. In this sense 
the Church is from above ... The solemn serious- 
ness with which the Early Church viewed itself 
may be gleaned from a two-fold emphasis in the 
New Testament; on the one hand, an emphasis on 
the Death of Christ, on the other hand, an emphasis 
on the Resurrection of Christ, these representing 
the Gospel of salvation by grace alone. 


‘‘Such sharp antitheses, as I have endeavored to 
make between the Church and the world may be 
considered as narrow-mindedness; but it may be 
that the Church today is being called upon again to 
bear the stigma of narrow-mindedness to safeguard 
the true interests of this world. G. K. Chesterton 
once wrote: ‘The Church of the second century 
almost died of broad-mindedness,’ and he was un- 
doubtedly right. Our age is gravely menaced by 
the same dread malady.” Inaugural Address of Dr. 
W. W. Bryden as Principal of Knox College. 

3 —Wm. C. R. 


‘THE CHRISTIAN IS A NEW 
CREATION 


“The Christian man is not the product of the 
regenerative forces of nature however divine a 
direction; he is not an ‘evolution’ out of the nat- 
ural man: he is a new creation. He has not made 
himself by however wary a walk, letting the ape 
and tiger die and cherishing his higher ideals until 
they become dominant in his life; he is not merely 
the old man improved: he is a new man, recreated 
in Christ Jesus by the almighty power of the Holy 
Spirit—by a power.comparable only to that by 
which God raised Jesus Christ from the dead... We 
confess that it was God who made us men: let us 
confess with equal heartiness that it is God who 
makes us. Christians.’””’ ——Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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Need And Means 


Nov. 15, 1948 


Of Revival 


Sermon preached by the Rev. J. Moody McNair, retiring Moder- 
ator of the Synod of West Virginia, at its recent meeting in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Charleston, W. Va. 


Habakkuk 3:2: “O Lord, I have heard Thy 
speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive Thy work in 
the midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make known; in wrath remember mercy.” 


We too “have heard God’s speech, and are 
\fraid.”” We have heard His speech in his provi- 
tential rebukes, in his deranging the world, in 
His scattering the people, even in His sweeping 
away, at a stroke, much of the mission property 
which our stinted contributions had given, and 
threatening to take our candlestick out of his place 
if we repent not. Yea, “we have heard His speech, 
and we are afraid.’”’ How should we tremble, if 
the springtime did not succeed to the dreary winter, 
and if no soft breath of Gold should breathe upon the 
ice-bound earth and rivers, to melt away the frozen 
bands, as no fires of our kindling could ever do? 
Therefore we pray: “‘O Lord, revive Thy work. ’’This 
is the great burden of our cry—for a revival of God’s 
work. We pray, that “in the midst of the years,” 
after so long an interval, God would make known 
—in the midst of the years of declension, and in 
the years of rebuke, and the years of revival in the 
work of Satan—God would make known his power 
and grace for men’s salvation; and, “in wrath, re- 
member mercy.” 


We need not remind you that a revival vf God’s 
work among any people, implies a work of God 
which has declined; that a revival of religion pre- 
supposes some life of religion to be revived. First 
of all, then, let each minister and ruling elder, 
each church and each member, ask anxiously be- 
fore God, whether there be in him any vitality of 
religion at all; whether God’s work—His regenerat- 


ing and sanctifying work—has really been begun 


at all in his heart. 


We seek for a revival which shal] impart a new 
spiritual animation and vigor to the living, and 
which shall also give life to the dead; that it may 
occur again as on the day of /Pentecost, “‘when fear 
came upon every soul,” and “the Lord added to 
the Church daily such as should be saved.” We 
would not dictate to the Holy Spirit, nor limit the 
sphere or manner of His blessed agency. He 
worketh when, where and how he pleaseth. Yet 
if he comes sometimes as the dew on the grass, 
He comes also as showers that water the earth, and 
as floods on the dry ground. He has bidden us to 
look for “‘times of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord.”’ 


I. Revivals of Other Times 


Such a reviving there was in the time of Seth, 
when men began to call upon the name of the Lord; 
in the days of Joshua, when he read all the words 
of the law to all the congregation, and when the 
people came forward, as one man, in the spirit of 
a most lively zeal] for God’s service. Such a season 


there was, also, in the time of pious King Josiah, 


when a great national reformation followed the 
faithful reading of God’s covenant, and the solemn 
vow of the people to be the Lord’s. So also under 
King Asa, and King Hezekiah, and in the times of 
Nehemiah and Ezra. And so it has been in the 
whole history of the Church, under both dispensa- 
tions. At Pentecost, 3,000 were converted under 
a single discourse. The great Protestant Reforma- 
tion, in the 16th century, was such a revival of 
the true religion, when the word of God was un- 
bound in Germany, Switzerland, England and Scot- 
land, and its fruits are still filling the earth. In 
1630, at the Kirk of Shotts, about 500 persons 
were converted, chiefly by means of a single ser- 
mon of John Livingstone. And, blessed be God, 
the great revivals in our land, under the ministry 
of Whitefield, President Edwards, and David 
Brainerd, are on record as the mighty demonstra- 
tions of God, the Holy Spirit, and as proofs that 
Jesus lives on high to shed down such things, which 
we may see and hear. But why need we go back 
with you to ancient days? There have been times 
in our own ministry when a great awakening was 
coming, but we hush-hushed it back to sleep, for 
we thought it was too emotional for our time and 
for our church, and quietly quenched the Spirit for 
the sake of formality and dignity. 


II. Need for a Revival 
We are in pressing need of a revival. 


(a) For the honor of Christ’s cause, which 
suffers, alas, so much reproach in its ministry, and 
eldership, and membership. 


_(b) For the maintenance of His truth, which is 
slighted, and its authority undervalued, and its 
purity corrupted. 


(c) For the sake of our own souls, that while we 
preach to others we be not castaways—for the 
sake of these worldly families which will perish, 
both parents and children, if God come not speedily. 


(d) For the sake of our own baptized sons and 
daughters, who must grow up in sin, and be lost, if 
the Holy Spirit come not for their regeneration. 


(e) For the sake of the whole community, wh0 
are hardening in worldliness, and becoming more 
unbelieving on account of the deadness of religion 
in the church. 


(f) For the sake of our schools, Colleges “ 


Theological Seminaries, that the ministry may 
adequately reinforced, and that the ministry may 


be kept pure, while increasing bands of our young 
men shall go forth in the true Spirit of the Master. 
Brethren, are you sensible to this urgent necessity 
for a revival of religion in our midst? Contemplate, 
we pray you, the awful consequences of continuing 
longer in this declining state. | 
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III. Hinderances to a Revival 
There are serious hinderances in the way of this 


work. 
both ministers and members, keeping up a round of 
outward services, and satisfied with the form of 


odiiness without the power, until, as with the 


ancient Jewish Church, God cries out, “To what | 


purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? Bring no more vain oblations.” Thus He 
blows upon our preaching, and our praying, and our 
giving, and at the moment when we think we have 
done well in our routine offerings to home and 
foreign missions, with no adequate care for the 
work, With no earnest prayer for it, He sweeps it 
away at a stroke, and asks, “To what purpose is 
your offering to me—your property—offered as a 
dull ritual?” “‘I am weary to bear them. Will I eat 
the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats, or be 
beholden to you for mere money!’ “Sacrifice unto 
God thansgiving, and pay your vows, your covenant 
yvows—unto the most High, and call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 


glorify me!”’ 


If only there could be aroused among us such an 
intense anxiety for this reviving, as now exists for 
a revival of commerce and trade; if only the whole 
community could be moved for our spiritual de- 
clensions as they are for world political manuevers; 
if there could be any such lively zeal to overcome 
the embarrassments and to restore the former 
prosperity in our Zion; if there could be equal in- 
terest in the first symptoms of reviving religion as 


in the indications reviving trade—how speedily and 


gloriously the blessing would come, 


There are hinderances to this work of God from 
ministerial unfaithfulness. We confess our dead- 
ness; our lack in the measures of personal piety; 
or frequent neglect in pastoral visitation; in 
catechetical instruction; in personal labors with 
the wandering and careless; in ministerial interces- 
sions; in plain, earnest, direct, faithful preaching 
of the word of God; and in a fearless Church disci- 
pline. We confess our temptations to ambition; to 
self-seeking; to secularity and love of ease. We 
have sinned in that we have not properly been ex- 
amples to the flock over which the Holy Spirit hath 


made us overseers. We have not shown our de- | 


voted love to the Master, by feeding his lambs, and 
shepherding His sheep as we ought. We that are 
tuling elders, take confusion of face to ourselves, 
that we have not properly watched over the flock, 
and aided the pastor in his work; that we have not 
faithfully visited the sick, and sought to reclaim 
the erring whom we have met in our walks of life. 
Brethren, pray for us, that the Great Head of the 
Church may purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as silver is purged. : 


Again there are hinderances from the Churca 
membership. Heve we not sought popular preach- 
ng most of all to fill our houses, and pay off our 
church debts? Have we not been carried away with 
the flood of worldliness, so that cupidity, and grasp- 
ing and unholy greed of gain have characterized us? 

ave we not thus withholden from God’s treasury, 
What he has justly claimed, until he has smitten our 
idols of silver and gold before our eyes? Have we 
not sadly conformed to the world—loved its 
pleasures, followed its examples, adopted its maxims 
in our business, in our families, and in our private 
living? Have we habitually recognized God’s claim 
to all we have and are? Are we cuitivating personal 
bety? Are we faithful in family religion? Do we 
seek for our sons the honor of preaching Christ, 
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and of serving Him in the Gospel ministry, as far 
superior to the highest honors of the world? Are 
we educating our daughters under Christian in- 
fluence? Are we training them according to our 
baptismal covenant? Has our prayer life been a 
witness to our zeal for souls? Does the secret 
closet find us, as one of the true Israel, wrestling 
with God? If the minister has seemed to have be- 
come secular, how far is it due to our inadequate 
provision for his wants? 


“Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may consume it upon your lusts. Know 
ye not, that the friendshiv of the world is enmity 
with God.” “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing that there 
should not be room to receive it.’’ 


IV. Means for a Revival 


And now, brethren, let us look at the Scriptural 
means that are more especially requisite for se- 
curing a revival of God’s work. As we have sinned, 
and as God could not do many mighty-works among 
us because of our unbelief, our first business is to 
return to our God with penitence, and with pray- 
ing, and with weeping. The Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that he cannot save, neither the ear 
heavy, that he cannot hear; but our iniquities have 
separated between us and our God. Let us come 
with a lively faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
the all sufficient power of the Holy Spirit; for it 
is “not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord.’”” We propose to you no new means, 
but an earnest believing resort to the scrip- 
tural methods, God is the same God, and His word 
is the same, as when thousands were born to Him 
in a day. 


(1) Individual self-inspection as to the state of 
piety in our own hearts; the nature and cause of 
our declension; the sins which so easily beset us. 
No one of us can do this for his brother. We can 
only say that the great business lies between our 
own soul and the living God. There must be deep, 
honest, earnest heart-searchings, by pastors and 
people. . There must come a reviving of the spirit 
of grace and deep humility. We must have the 
personal, inward preparations for the Holy Spirit’s 
mighty coming among us. 


(2) There must be, at the threshold of this great 
work, a wrestling with God in secret prayer. No 
public services ought to overshadow tnis great, 
tirst, essential requisite. As it is God’s own work 
—as he is to be supplicated—each pastor, and 
ruling elder, and member, must come up to his work 
ot private, individual prayer to God. Ask as of a 
living, personal being; as a sinner asketh of the 
great Saviour—‘‘and ye shall receive.” Seek, as 
tor some definite thing. Seek earnestly, as for 
this great tning, “‘and ye shall find.” Knock as at 
a aoor otf entrance, according to the appointed way, 
coming by Him who 1s Himself the way, “and it — 
shail be opened to you.” 


(3) Let us hasten to put all hinderances out of 
the way. If there be bickerings and alienations 
among tne members; if there be coolness. and dis- 
tance toward tne ministers or ruling elders; if there 
be habitual absence trom tne prayer meeting and 
the cioset; if there be a lack or family religion; if 
there be tormality in prayer; if there be grevious 
witn-hoiding ot means or labors trom Christ’s cause; 
if there be a dull routine; work among us in the 
ministry and especially if we have tailed to come 


the 
emn 
der 
8 of 
the 
nsa- 
der 
a- 
of 
un- 
cot- 
In 
ons 
Ser- 
stry 
vid 
nt 
Lich 
ack 
WAS 
for 
and 
for 
ich 
nd 
is 
its 
we 
ne 
sh, 
y: 
nd 
if 
0 
re 
on 
nd 
pe 
AY 
g 
aT, 
y 


Page 8 


together, pastors, elders, deacons, and people, in a 
lively sympathy; going from house to house, and 
speaking often one to another, watching for souls 
as they that must give account; let us hasten at 
the outset to put away all these stumbling blocks. 
Let us not grieve, nor quench the Holy Spirit. 


It is my judgment that an important means, not 
duly estimated by the ministry, nor by many of the 
people, is a greater acquaintance with the word of 
God. If a revival of religion comes, it will come 
because there has been a revival of Bible reading 
and Bible preaching. In short, we ministers should 
revive Expository Preaching. If the hearers have 
become fond of orations from a text; or elaborate 
essays, with a passage of God’s word for a motto, 
there is all the greater need of returning to the 
more scriptural method. Though our blessed Lord 
once preached from a single text, His more common 
practice was to “expound unto them in all] the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself, beginning 
at Moses and al! the prophets.” And it was the 
talking by the way, and “opening to them the 
Scriptures,’ that made their hearts burn within 
them. Peter, at Pentecost, gave a simple, pungent 
exposition of a whole paragraph in Joel’s prophecy, 
and behold the result. Paul, “as his manner was, 
went in into the Jewish synagogue, and three Sab- 
bath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, 
opening and alleging that Christ must needs have 
suffered. 
or if it appears to any to trammel] the oratory of 
the speaker, yet we must all the more earnestly look 
to God to bless His own word, as He has promised. 
And so far from exposition being inconsistent with 
eloquence, the true pulpit eloquence is the earnest 
and adequate opening of these lively oracles. Apol- 
los was “an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
Scriptures.” Our business with the people is to 
_ preach the word, “rightly dividing,” (with surgical 
exactness) “‘the word of truth’—‘“bringing out of 
the treasure, things new and old’; if any novel- 
ties, yet always scriptural novelties. We solemnly 


exhort you to this practice of expository preaching, 


as, in our judgment, a great want of the times, and 
an important means for a revival of true religion 
among us. 


And closely connected with this, as a scriptural 
means for revival, is the work of Catechetical in- 
struction. ‘‘Lovest thou Me?’’ saith. the Master, 
Then the first charge, and also the leading test of 
ministerial fidelity to the flock is ““Feed My Lambs.” 
We cannot afford longer to neglect this command. 
A training in the Westminster Catechism is the 
high privilege of the children of our beloved Church 
—their Christian birthright. Alas for the families 
and the churches where it is not vigorously prose- 
cuted; where any other Sabbath schoo] literature 
crowds out these precious formularies of doctrine, 
and where any miscellaneous teaching dispenses 
with these scriptural rudiments. Luke professed, 
in his Gospel narrative, only to assure Theophilus 
of those things wherein he had been already cate- 
chized. Has not this practice of our forefathers, 
that made such stalwart Christians, fallen into dis- 
repute and disuse among us, and given us the form 
of godliness, without the power thereof. Let us 
return to it with keen relish. Is not this neglect a 
reason why they, who, for the time they have lived 
in our Church, ought to be teachers, “have need 
that one teach them again which be the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God,” and are unskillful in 
the doctrine of justification. 


We recommend most earnestly, for ourselves and 
for the churches, whatever measures shall bring us 
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to special, private and social supplication for hj, 
great blessing. Let us search the Scriptures, [,¢ 
us examine the warrants. Let us look well to gj 
the precedents in the word of God, and in our ow, 
history. Let us remember the precious times 
reviving through which we have passed, and j 
which some of us were converted to God. Conside 
the infinite worth of the immortal soul, and th 
cost of its redemption. Let us put supreme honp 
upon the blessed Spirit, as the glorious Third Pe. 
son of the Trinity, and let the whole people com 
together, as in the days of Joshua, and as at Pente. 
cost, ‘‘with one accord.”’ 


We beseech you to wait upon God. Let not thi 
great work terminate in some special occasion, Pray 
and pray again. Pray and faint not. Praying ql 
ways, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for al] saints. Ask Him Who said that 
He is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to them— 
that ask Him, than parents are to give good gifts ty 
their children. Shall not God avenge His own elect, 
who cry day and night unto Him, though He bear 
long with them? 


We tell you that he will avenge them speedily, 
Yet the great personal question with each one of 
us is, when the Son of man is ready, and is just 
waiting to come, shall He find faith on the earth’ 


Dearly beloved brethren, let us ‘‘confess ou 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, 


that we may be healed.” “Sanctify a Fast, call a 


solemn assembly, gather the elders, gather the 


people, sanctify the congregation, gather the chil- 


dren. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
weep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
say, “Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine 
heritage to reproach.” Can we promise on our 
part a greater fidelity to the souls of the multitude, 
to say, God helping us, to speak plainly and tender. 
ly, to tell them the whole truth, the whole counse 
of God, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. 


V. Encouragement to Expect a Revival 


We have ample encouragement to wait for this 
blessing. (a) Because it is.the Lord’s work; (b) 


because He has instituted the ministry and all the 


means of grace for this very end; (c) because He 
has predicted and promised immense outpourings of 
the Spirit upon all flesh; (d) because He has car 
ried the Church thus far through perils and trials, 
(e) because the 
Saviour has his reward secured to Him for the tre 
vail of His soul; (f) because His intercessions are 
prevalent; (g) because God loves the souls of men 
infinitely more than we can think; (h)_ because 
He is sovereign, and can do as He pleases beyond 
the power of Satan to hinder, and because He wil 
do as He said; therefore, this work is the chief, 
dear, inalienable work of the Godhead. He wil 
not give it up though we be faithless; He will only 
carry it on by other instruments, and after we have 
fallen in the wilderness. Therefore we may ws 
these pleas—“For thine own name’s sake,” to make 
good the word, to glorify thy name, to gladden thine 
own heart, to gather jewels for the Redeemers 
crown, to accomplish thine own proper work be 
yond the glories of the old creation and according 
to a covenant with David, thy servant, greater and 
better than the covenant with the day and night. 
Consider brethren, what would be the blessedness 
of a mighty outpouring, in this whole Synod. The 
proper power of the church would be brought out 
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ont a scorning world. 
of her members would relax its grasp up- 
and our committees would be speedily sup- 
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The avarice and 


plied in their present pressing emergencies, and the 
glorious cause of Christ would go forward. 


How blessed would it be if pastors and people 


should be found moved by a fervent desire to see 


the lost souls saved, and the churches should be 


humbled before God, and the careless professors 
should be aroused, and the backsliding should be 
found coming back with heart-smitings and con- 
fessions; if the poor prodigal sons among us should 
rise and return to Our Father; if parents and 
children together should break out in rejoicings at 
having salvation come to their house; if aged sin- 


and in our communities? 
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ners should be brought to bow their hoary heads in 
the first acts of penitence and prayer, and if our 
own dear children and youth should come to us, 
asking us, “Father, Mother, what shall I do to be 
saved? O, brethren, would not this be blessed in- 
deed? Would there not be great joy in gur cities 
Would not heaven and 
earth rejoice together, at new-born souls flying as 
a cloud, and as doves to their windows? Then 
would come the blessing that is yet waiting to be 
bestowed, when our sons and our daughters shall 
prophesy, our young men shall see visions, and our 
old men shall dream dreams, and when upon the 
servants and housemaids, God will pour out His 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy, and in Mount Zion 
there shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said. 


Seven Topf light Books For 
Such A Time As This 


_ By John R. Richardson, D.D. 


All Of The Books Reviewed In This Article May Be Ordered Through 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


The motto of Michael Angelo was “Ancora 
Impara.””’ This motto may be interpreted “Still 
Learning.” To his dying day Michael Angelo con- 
tinued to read and study. It was the life habit em- 
bodied in this motto that lured him on to the heights 
of artistic greatness. 


Christianity is so great that it is impossible for 


us to ever come to the place in life where we can 
caim that our finite minds have grasped this mar- 
velous system of truth in its entirety. We have not 
vet attained. We press on. Because of this the 
motto of Michae] Angelo is appropriate for every 


Chri 


istian. 


At the request of the Editor of The Southern 
Preebyterian Journal 


am submitting to our 


readers Seven Topflight Books that will appeal to 
all who will adopt Michael. Angelo’s motto, “Still 
Learning.” Each of these books has the power to 
increase our learning, and enlarge our ideas of 
various parts of the Christian faith. Each volume 
is written by an author of constructive talent en- 
dowed with the ability to set forth Christian truth 
clearly and memorably before our minds. From 
their torches we may light our own torches. 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 


By J. Gresham Machen. Eerdman Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


When this book was first published in 1925 the 
Modernists received a staggering blow. They have 


never been able to answer it. Our readers will 


tecall that Walter Lipmann, who is a Humanist 
and therefore would not share Dr. Machen’s views, 
wrote in his book, ‘“‘A Preface To Morals,” some 
Very complimentary things regarding it. He re- 
ferred to Dr. Machen as “both a scholar and a 


gentleman,” and then added: “It is an admirable 
book. For its acumen, for its saliency, and for its 


wit, this cool and stringent defense of orthodox 


protestantism is I think the best popular argument 
produced by either side in the current controversy. 
We shall do well to listen to Dr. Machen.”’ 


‘“‘We shall do well to listen to Dr. Machen” is 
still salutary counsel. Now that he has passed from 
the arena and one can appraise his work object- 
ively and dispassionately, it still looms as one of 
the greatest books of our generation. To quote 
Mr. Lipmann again, he wrote: “‘There is a reasoned 
case against the Modernist. Fortunately this case 
has been stated in a little book called ‘Christianity 
And Liberalism.’’’ When a writer like Lipmann 
recognizes the strength of Dr. Machen’s case it 
must be strong indeed. In this connection we 
should also recall a statement made by H. L. 
Mencken, who despises Christianity, yet wrote in 
The American Mercury: ‘Thinking of theological 
doctrine called ‘Fundamentalism’ one is apt to 
think at once of the Rev. Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson. It is also as if one thought of Lydia 
Pinkham and Dr. Munyon in thinking of physicians. 
Such clowns are high in human interest, but one 
must remember always that they do not. fairly rep- 
resent the body of ideas that they presume to voice 
and that other ideas have much better spokesmen. 
I point for example to J. Gresham Machen, D.D.., 
LL.D., Professor of New Testament in Westminster 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Pa. He is a 
man. of dignity and great learning, the author of 
valuable books and a member of numerous societies 
of savants. I confess frankly that I can find no 
defect in his defense of his position. Is Chris- 
tianity actually revealed religion as the Bible de- 
clares? If not, then it is nothing. Dr. Machen 
answers questions very simply and very con- 


-vincingly. Given his faith, his position is completely 


5, 194¢ 
OF this 
Let 
to all 
r ow 
es of 
and ip 
Nsider 
nd the 
honor 
d Poy. 
> COme 
Pente. 
Ot this 
Pray, 
ng al. 
Spirit, 
and 
d that 
nem— 
ifts to 
elect, 
bear 
2edily, 
ne of | 
S just 
arth? 
S our 
other, 
call a 
r the 
chil- 
hine 
our 
itude, 
nder. 
unsel 
they 
this 
] the 
gs of | 
rials, 
the 
tra- 
S are 
men 
ause 
yond 
wil! 
hief, 
will 
have 
use 
hine 
er’s 
ding 
and 
ght. 
ness 
The 
out 


Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Nov. 15, 194 


impregnable. There is absolutely no flaw in the 
argument with which he supports it. His moral ad- 
vantage over modernistic adversaries like his 
logical advantage is immense and obvious.” 


There are very few things which I hold in com- 
mon with either Lipmann or Mencken but I cer- 
tainly agree with these. two statements. I affirm 
with Mencken: “I confess frankly that I can find 
no defect in his defense of his position.” 


In order to whet the appetite of any who have 
not read this monumental book I want to give a 
brief statement regarding its contents. Dr. Machen 


offers an introduction in which he presents the. 
issues in the theological world sharply and clearly, 


in order that the reader may be aided in deciding 
these issues for himself. He reminds us here that 
the movement designated as “liberalism” is re- 
garded as “liberal”? only by its friends. To its op- 
ponents it seems to involve a narrow ignoring of 
many revelant facts. Dr. Machen further criticizes 
modern liberalism on two counts. First, he states 
that it is unchristian. Second, he affirms that it is 
unscientific. 


The second chapter discusses the importance of 
doctrine in the Christian Faith. He is not ashamed 
of doctrine and writes: “‘Few desires on the part 
of religious teachers have been more harmfully ex- 
aggerated than the desire to ‘avoid giving offense.’ 
Only too often that desire has come perilously near 
dishonesty. The religious teacher in his heart of 
hearts is well aware of the radicalism of his views 
but is unwilling to relinquish his place in the hal- 
lowed atmosphere of the Church by speaking his 
own mind. In answering all such policy of conceal- 
ment or palliation our sympathies are altogether 
with those men whether radicals or conservatives 
who have a passion for light.’”’” Dr. Machen further 


points out that in reality Modernists.do not object | 


so much to doctrine as they do to certain particular 
doctrines. Modernism must have its own doctrines 
such as the Universal Fatherhood of God and the 
Universal Brotherhood of Man, 


In succeeding chapters Dr. Machen discusses 
views of Liberalism compared with historic Chris- 
tianity as relating to God and man, the Bible, 
Christ, Salvation, and the Church. It is truly re- 
freshing to read a book of this kind where clear- 
cut distinctions are made and the author has a 
burning passion for Light and Truth. 


THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST 


By J. Gresham Machen. Harper & Brothers Pub- 
lishing Company, 49 East Thirty-Third Street, New 
York, N. Y. Price $3.00. 


The Virgin Birth Of Christ exhibits consummate 
skill in the realm of exact scholarship. The author 
has surveyed all the relevant materials on this sub- 
ject with his characteristic thoroughness. 


One of the most remarkable things about this 
monograph is that it deals with the subject with 
such amazing scholarship and at the same time in 
such simple and lucid style. One does not have to 
be a technical scholar to understand Dr. Machen’s 
arguments. For this reason this book has been ap- 
preciated not only by scholars but by intelligent 
Bible teachers as well. 


After weighing every proposition germane to 
the subject Dr. Machen came to the conclusion that 
the Church of Christ has been justified in vigor- 


ously maintaining the historic belief that Jes, 
Christ was born without human father and wa 
conceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary. 


This work will undoubtedly be a standard book 
on the subject for years to come. So far as I know 
in the English-speaking world it has not an equal 
No matter how tenaciously we cling to the Christian 
belief in the Virgin Birth this book will certainly 
strengthen this conviction. It might also be pointed 
out that this book will surely explode the mythica] 
idea that no one can be a real scholar and belieye 
in this integral part of the Christian Faith, Ny 
fair-minded person can read this book and then 
entertain the idea that it is necessary for a Chris. 
tian to apologize for this article of our faith. On 
the contrary, we shall feel that it is a glorious 
truth necessary to Christianity, and the Church 
that bears His Name should bear witness to it with. 
out equivocation. 


WHAT IS FAITH? 


By J. Gresham Machen. William B. Eerdman’s 
a Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
2.50. | 


“What Is Faith?” was first published in 1925, 
The publication of this volume gave Dr. Machen 
high standing throughout the English-speaking 
world, The British Weekly featured this work and 
introduced him to the scholars of Great Britain. 


‘Although Dr. Machen received a large amount of 


personal abuse from the Modernists of America, 
thoughtful scholars of Great Britain recognized his 
sterling worth. In 1928 I was a student in the 
University of Edinburgh and discussed this book 
with the late Hugh Ross Mackintosh, the distin- 
guished Professor of Theology in New College. Dr. 
Mackintosh was enthusiastic about this book and 
declared: “It is the most intellectual product that 
has come out of America since the days of Jonathan 
Edwards.” He then added: “This is the kind of 
book that good Scotsmen can best describe by say: 
ing, ‘All the whey has been pressed out of it be 
fore publication.’ ”’ 


The introduction to this book is worth its price. 
Here Dr. Machen points out the tendency to dis 
parage the intellectual. aspect of the religious life 
and its consequent danger. He also stresses the 
fact that the temper of the modern mind is in hos 
tility to precise definitions. He rightly insists that 


nothing can be settled in our controversies without 


a definition of terms. We find in this volume dis 
courses on such important subjects as Faith and 
God, Faith and Christ, Faith Born of Need, Faith 
and the Gospel, Faith and Salvation, and Faith and 
Hope. Dr. Machen takes the greatest of theological 
themes and writes in simple terms regarding them. 
For example, writing of Saving Faith he states: 
“Saving Faith means putting one’s trust once for 
all in Christ. He will never desert those who alt 
committed to Him, but will keep them safe both i 
this world and in that which is to come.” Anothe! 
impressive thing in this book is Dr. Machen’s l!- 
sistance upon our sense of need. In this connection 
he wrote: “The man who has come to discern the 
sin of his own soul, who has stripped aside the 
miserable convenient excuses for sin and seen hilt 
self as God sees him, is a man who, like a drow 
ing person will snatch at a plank that may save 
him from the abyss. Without the sense of dit 
need the stupendous, miraculous events of Jesu 
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coming and Jesus’ Resurrection are unbelievable 
because they are out of the usual order. The man 
who is under the conviction of sin can accept the 
supernatural for he knows that there is occasion 
for its entrance into the course of this world. Bring 
even modern men to a real sense of sin and despite 
all the prejudice against the Gospel Story they will 
he ready to cry at least: ‘Lord, I believe, help 
Thou my unbelief.’ ” 


THE BASIS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH 


By Floyd E. Hamilton. Harper & Brothers Pub- 
lishing Company, 49 East Thirty-Third Street, New 
York, N. Y. Price $2.50. 


There is a biographical background in connec- 
tion with this book that adds special significance 
to itt During Mr. Hamilton’s university career he 
lost his faith in the Bible, in Christ, and in a per- 
sonal God. With the eclipse of his faith, life had 
no objectives and he drifted aimlessly with the 
current of life. Later he came in contact with a 
man of God who led him through a chain of rea- 
soning which resulted in the three most important 
convictions in life, that God did live, that Jesus 
Christ was the eternal Son of God, and that the 
Bible is God’s Word. 


Having retrieved these three convictions, the 
author yielded his heart to Christ and dedicated 
his life to missionary service. Out of this personal 
experience Mr. Hamilton has written this powerful 
work on Christian apologetics. To put it in his own 
words, this book “thas been an attempt to present 
argument which the author feels would have been 
convincing to him during the time when the foun- 
dations of his faith were crumbling away.” An- 


other reason for the publication of this book was 


that later in life the author became a Professor of 
Bible in the Union Christian College and found 
that there was no suitable book of this nature for 
use in the college classroom. As a result of this 
need he prepared this book to be used in the class- 
room and also by the general public. Mr. Hamilton 
has succeeded in presenting an intellectual defense 
of Christianity in non-technical language. It is an 
— volume with which to meet modern 
oubt. 


The author discusses in this volume such vital 
subjects as the place of human reason in the under- 
standing of Christianity, the reasons why we must 
believe in God, the origin of the world, the trust- 
worthiness and integrity of the Bible, the Resur- 
rection of Christ, and the fulfillment of prophecy. 
The final argument discusses the validity of Chris- 
tianity based on Christian experience. Writes Mr. 
Hamilton: “But in the last analysis the only way 
m which we can become truly convinced of the 
truth of Christianity is to accept Christ as our 
Saviour and undergo the experience of the Chris- 


tian life for one’s self. We can know all the con- 


vincing proofs of Christianity that are in the 
world and be intellectually convinced that they are 


true and yet not be Christians. There must be an — 


assent of the will as well as of the intellect before 
we can become true Christians. This means that we 
must be willing to be convinced or we.will never 
reach conviction of the truth of Christianity that 
will really change our lives. On God’s side this 
means that the Holy Spirit must change our hearts 
efore it is possible for us to believe. But viewed 
from our angle it means that there must be a sur- 
tender of the will before there can be a conviction 


of the truth of Christianity. This is a law of the 
Christian life.”” Once more he writes: “But for any- 
one who is willing to make this venture of faith 


and to taste and see for himself whether or not the 


waters and rivers of life are sweet or bitter, there 
is a promise that he shall know whether the doc- 
trine is of God or of man. Those of us who have 
drunk of the water from that River and eaten of 
the Bread that Christ gives would not exchange 
that new life for anything in the whole world.”’ 


After the most cogent of human reasoning, the 
author arrives at this conclusion: ‘“‘And then as 
peace and joy steal into our souls, and as we bask 
in the sunlight of His smile there comes a new 
light to our minds throwing the brilliant search- 
light of knowledge over the cold facts and argu- 
ments that before seemed to be lifeless and un- 
moving and there comes to our hearts the convic- 
tion that can never be shaken that God hath spoken, 


that the Bible is the Word of God, and that Chris- 


tianity is the only true religion, and we cry out 
with the Samaritans who came with the woman of 
Samaria to Jesus at the well: ‘Now we believe not 
because of thy speaking, for we have heard for 
ourselves and know that this is indeed the Saviour 
of the world!’ ”’ 


THE REFORMED DOCTRINE 
OF JUSTIFICATION 


By Dr. Edward Boehl. Eerdman’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


According to the Reformed Faith there is no 
more important doctrine, nor more distinguished 
blessing in all the Christian system than Justifica- 
tion. If this conviction is true, then all Christians 
should strive to know more about the nature of 
this judicial act of God predicted upon the Right- 
eousness of Christ. Luther was not the only person 
who has been able to say that nothing is more im- 
portant to our souls than to know their standing in 
the sight of God. It must be said to the credit of 
Reformed theologians that they have given much 
thought to this significant subject. 


This book is an English translation from the 
Dutch of one of the masterful presentations of 
this Christian doctrine. In the preface to this book 
Professor Louis Berkhof has pointed out that at 
some points the author deviated from the Reformed 
Faith, but nevertheless this work is the result of 
real scholarship from one who is a staunch de- 
fender of the authority of the Word of God. Dr. 
Berkhof states that while regretting his errors, Dr.. 
Boehl has rendered a valuable service in the field 
of Reformed Dogmatics. This book is a real con- 
tribution to this doctrine, and one who reads it 
carefully will have a high appreciation of the free 
Grace of God. Although Dr. Boehl] was trained as 
a Lutheran in his youth he saw the superiority of 
the Reformed theology to the Lutheran. The au- 
thor’s loyalty to the Reformed Faith was so strong 
that in 1880 Dr. Abraham Kuyper invited him to 
become connected with the Free University of 
Amsterdam. If anyone has any doubts about Just- 
ification as an act of God by which He declares a 
sinner to be just purely on the basis of the merits 
of Christ he should read this book. 


In our day of emphasis upon ethical matters 
which undoubtedly have a place of importance in 
the Christian system, such a doctrine as Justifica- 
tion by Faith is in danger of being eclipsed. 
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It is also noteworthy in this volume that Just- 
ification by Faith is presented, not merely as an 
isolated doctrine, but integrated with the other 


doctrines of Reformed Theology. In addition to. 


this, the author devotes three chapters to the his- 
torical background of Justification, including the 
views held prior to the time of Melanchthon. No one 
whose hobby is reading fairy stories will be en- 
tranced by this volume, but all who are eager to 
know more about how a sinner can be justified be- 
fore his Maker will certainly receive a blessing 
from a careful study of this monograph. 


REMAKING THE MODERN MIND 


By Carl F. H. Henry, Ph.D. William B. Eerdman’s 
[e. Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
3.00. | 


The author of this new volume is Professor of 
Philosophy of Religion at Northern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary at Chicago, Ill. Having made a 
thorough study of both philosophy and religion Dr. 
Henry has set forth the thesis that contemporary 
philosophy has come to frustration because of an 
inability to deal with certain persistent problems. 
These problems which baffled contemporary philo- 
sophy find a lucid and compelling answer in Reve- 


lational Theism. The major thrust of the entire 


volume is the adequacy of Biblical Theism to an- 
swer the cardinal problems of God, Man, and the 
Universe. In this connection he writes: “Contem- 
porary philosophy’s extremity is historic Chris- 
tianity’s opportunity.”’ 


Replying to Dr. Edgar S. Brightman’s statement 
concerning “the maturing of the modern mind,” 
the author says: “My own conviction is that the 
modern mind will come to maturity only when its 
contemporary reversals are transmuted into a re- 
turn to that Christian Theism which makes intelli- 
gible the scene of human activity.” 


Professor Gordon H. Clark, of the Department 
of Philosophy of Butler University. has written an 
interesting introduction to this volume. Here Dr. 
Clark points out the inadequacy of the prevailing 
philosophies of today. He believes that Idealism 
may be considered as a somewhat disguised and 
somewhat inconsistent form of Humanism. Dr. 
Clark is of the opinion that Modernism cannot 
meet the onslaught of Humanism, “because Mod- 
ernism has abandoned the idea of an authoritative 
Revelation; it has changed theology from the Sci- 
ence of God into the philosophy of religious ex- 
perience. When experience is substituted for God, 
the logical outcome is godless philosophy. There- 
fore, until the Modernists reject their fundamental 
tenet and return to Revelation for the knowledge 
of God they will aid more than they will obstruct 
the progress of Humanism.” Dr. Clark further de- 
clares that another great weakness of Modernism 
is the exaggerated opinion of man’s goodness. He 
believes that World War II gave an answer to this 
false assumption of Modernists written in blood. 
He also believes that this book by Dr. Henry gives 
a philosophical answer written in ink, and con- 
cludes: “‘Both blood and ink, history and argu- 
ment, warns against a man-centered religion and 
a humanistic secularism. Mankind today, as always, 
needs God.” é 


This volume _presents ten  thought-provoking 
chapters. They discuss and evaluate contempora 
thought from “The Birth Of A New World Mind” 


to “Remaking The Modern Mind.” One of the 
greatest chapters is entitled, “The -Reasonableness 
Of Christianity.” Concerning this point the author 
declares: “This century is not the first to invite 
Christianity before the judgment bar of philosophy 
to dispute the presuppositions upon which so much 
of its solidarity and potency turns. Nor has the 
Christian Theistic view when so pressed hesitated 
to appear. For, from the very first Christianity ap. 
pealed to the intellect. Revelational Theism has 
never offered itself as an escape from rationality. 
rather, it has insisted on the sub-rationality or jr. 
rationality of all other views of reality.” 


Dr. Henry stresses the fact that Christian apolo- 
gists do not share the views of contemporary philo- 
sophic irrationalism because Christians are able to 
find meaning in the universe. While recognizing 
the importance of reason, the author makes it clear 
that reason should not be viewed as a source of 
knowledge and contrasted with Revelation, but 
rather as a means of comprehending Revelation. 
The function of reason is illustrated in the think- 
ing of Augustine. The author affirms: “Augustine 
started from Revelation and went on to a fully in- 


formed reason, something that no Greek philo- 


sopher could ever have done because God had not 
delivered special revelation to the Greeks. But 
where God has spoken, revealed Truth becomes a 
starting point of consistent knowledge; Revelation 
is the test of Truth, furnishes the framework and 
corrective for natural reason, introduces consist- 
ency into fragmentary human knowledge. Hence 
one who believes God subsequently understands, 
because acceptance of Divine Revelation is the pre- 
condition for understanding.”’ 


Once more, Professor Henry states that it is not 
surprising that modern rationalists and naturalists 
do not assent to the Christian premises. Their re 
jection would not astonish Paul, Augustine, Anselm, 
Luther or Calvin because all Christian thinkers 
have realized that such a denial is a ‘“‘mere repeti- 
tion of the Scriptura] declaration that the natural 
man does not know the things of the Spirit of God, 
nor can he know God unless he first believes that 
He is. When modern thinkers affirm that within 
the realm of finite reason alone it is impossible to 
get to God that is just what the Augustinian school 
has always affirmed. It is when Revelational Truth 
is considered within its own framework that it is 
agreeable to a reason that does not insist on par- 
ing away first one implicate and then another to 
satisfy nonrevelational prejudices.”’ 


The thoughtful minister or intelligent Christian 
layman who reads this new publication will be re 
warded with an exhilarating experience. There has 
been a tremendous need for books of this kind and 
we rejoice in the publication of this powerful de 
fense of Revelational Truth. It is an important con- 
tribution to Christian thought. 


= 


BREAKFAST TABLE AUTOCRAT 


The Life Story of Henry Parsons Crowell. By 
Richard Elsworth Day. Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. 
Price $3.09. 


Henry P. Crowell is recognized as one of the 
most distinguished Christian business men of ou! 
generation. He was the guiding genius behind the 
Quaker Oats Company, the Perfection Stove Com 
pany, the Wyoming Hereford Ranch. He wa 
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equally distinguished as a consecrated Christian 
and his talents were dedicated to the Moody Bible 
Institute and other Christian enterprises. : 


Mr. Crowell was blessed with remarkable spir- 
tual discernment. In the chapter, ‘“‘The Leaven of 
the Sadducees,” this quality is exhibited. Bio- 
srapher Day stated that Mr. Crowell was familiar 
with all the liberal and critical trends of unbelief, 
but saw their weaknesses and chose to stand fast 
upon the impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. He 
knew how the leaven of the Sadducees worked and 
therefore was never deceived by it. As a specimen 
of this Dr. Day quotes a letter written by a mem- 
ber high in the Sanhedrin who wanted Mr. Crowell 
to think that he was “sound.” This is the letter. 
(Page 264): 


“My dear So and So: 


“A mutual] friend has written me a letter which 
has filled me with great sorrow ... It is to the 
effect that ... I am not sound! j 


“Of course, I do not know exactly what they 
mean by ‘sound.’ If they mean that I believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God, and the supreme rule 
of faith and life; that I believe in Jesus Christ; 
that God’s Word became flesh and dwelt among us; 
that He is God manifest in the flesh; that He died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures; that He 
rose again ... then I am sure that I am sound! 


“Affectionately yours, 
“Such N. Such.” 


Many would have been taken in by this kind of 
equivocation, but not Mr. Crowell. His spiritual 
discernment was too keen to be misled by such 
“verbal thimble-rigging.”’ 


Mr. Crowell was also aware of how modernists 
use every means possible to take over colleges and 
theological institutions originally endowed by con- 
servatives. He knew that many were not concerned 
about teachers being great believers and thought 
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only of them being great scholars. He realized also 
that all attacks on the Christian faith were essen- 
tially the same—the discrediting of the Bible as 
the inerrant and perfect Revelation of Truth and 
the will of God. He stressed the fact that men of 
the Christian faith should not only select workers 
and leaders who are Bible believers, but these 
workers and leaders themselves must be intolerant 
of unbelievers in office. He saw that if they were 
tolerant it could bring defeat just as effectively as 
if they themselves were infidels. Therefore he 
adopted this principle. (Page 269). 


Mr. Crowell recognized that the battle against 
the leaven of the Sadducees was being lost in 
Christendom by tolerance toward believers who 
were tolerant toward unbelievers. In order to safe- 
guard his funds from being captured for the sup- 
port of the Sadducees he spent much time working 
out a system to protect his own fortune from the 
thefts of the Sadducees after his death. As a man 
endowed with a sense of justice he saw that the 
courts had been dishonest in ruling that Christian 
properties could be taken away from those who had 
made investments to secure these properties. 


Space does not permit us to point out further 
instances of Mr. Crowell’s spiritual discernment, 
but we hope that our readers will purchase this 
great biography and read it carefully. It will cer- 
tainly make a wonderful Christmas gift for a Chris- 
tian business man. It will furnish Christian busi- 
ness men with a contemporary example of one who 
was eminently successful in business and had such 
noble character that the speaker at his funeral — 
could say: ““Henry P. Crowell was the most Christ- 
like man I have ever met.” 


Every Christian should praise God for these 
Seven Topflight Books. They have been good for 
my own needy soul. I am grateful to God for this 
opportunity to commend them to all who want to 
understand the way of God more perfectly and 
have a consuming passion to bring every thought 
into captivity to Christ. 


All The Books Reviewed In The Above Article May Be Ordered Through 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For December 1: A Letter 
_ On Christian Living 
Scripture: Acts 19:1 - 20:1; Ephesians. Devo- 
onal Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21. 
In our chapter from Acts the Christian Life is 
called, “The Way.” The way of the Christian is 
0 different from the way of the world that it 


always arouses opposition. We find this opposition 
taking various forms. Before we come to the 


Letter Paul wrote to the Church at Ephesus let us 
glance at the experiences he had in that city. 


“THE WAY” AT EPHESUS 
“The Way”? Explained: Acts 19:1-7 - 20:1. When 
aul came to Ephesus he found some disciples and 
asked them the question, “Did you receive the 


Holy Spirit when you believed?” 


They replied 
that they had never even heard of the Holy Spirit, 
but had been baptized with John’s baptism. He ex- 
plained the matter to them and they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and were filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Do we have some in our 
churches today who are ignorant of the work of 
the Holy Spirit both in regenerating us and in 
filling us and fitting us for service? Are we 
stressing the fact of the Spirit’s part and power in 
our lives? We are living in the dispensation of the 
Spirit and the whole church must be baptized with 
His presence and power before we can accomplish 
our work of witnessing and proclaiming the Gospel 
in all the world. Are we faithfully preaching 
about the great and necessary work of the third 
Person of the Trinity? Are we warning our people 
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about the danger of grieving the Holy Spirit of 
God by Whom we are sealed unto the day of 
Redemption? 


“The Way” spoken against: 8-10. Stubborn and 
unbelieving people still speak evil of the way, as 
they did at Ephesus. They ridicule the Christ-like 
life and poke all manner of fun at real Christians, 
calling them various names. They also criticize 
“The Way’ and find fault with it. We may expect 
this sort of opposition. 


“The Way” counterfeited: 11-16. Many miracles 
were wrought bv Paul attesting ‘“‘The Way.’’ There 
were some “itinerant Jewish exorcists’” who tried 
to imitate his authority in regard to casting out 
evil spirits. ‘“‘But the evil spirit answered them, 
‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 
you?’’’ We may fool men by false religions and 
a counterfeit Gospel, but we do not fool evil spirits. 
They know the truth when they hear it or meet it, 
and fear it, but neither the devil or demons are 
afraid of sham religions, but only of Christ, and 
His accredited messengers. 


“The prevailing. 17-20. After the 
‘‘exorcists’” had been overpowered by the evil spirit, 
great fear fell upon the people and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was extolled. If we can get false 
religions and false teachers discredited, the Way 
will shine out resplendantly. 


There followed a great confessing of sin and 
bringing of bad books to be burned. ‘“‘The Word 
of the Lord grew and prevailed mightily.”” Would 
that we could have some bonfires in all our towns 
and cities where half of the modern books could 
be burned! Where God’s Word prevails, vile, un- 
clean books are destroyed. 


“The Way” in conflict with bad buSiness: 23-41. 
“There arose no little stir concerning the Way.” 
Why? Because the Way was interfering with a 
combination of bad business and false religion. 
The Ephesians worshipped Diana and the silver- 
smiths made shrines which they got rich by selling 
to the worshippers. When the Way began to spread 
and prevail the business of the silversmiths and 
the worship of Diana were both hard hit. The 
result, as usual, was a riot which this time was put 
down by the ‘‘town clerk’? who seemed to be un- 
usually successful, for he dismissed the assembly. 
‘Someone has well said that there was a riot or a 
revival, or both, wherever Paul preached. 


“THE WAY” IN EPHESIANS 
Letter to the Ephesians 


This letter to the church at Ephesus has been 
called the most profound epistle in the Bible. It 
is so rich that it resembles a gold’ mine where every 
sentence is a rich vein of precious ore, or a 
treasure-house where the vaults are bursting with 
countless wealth, or a jewelry-store in which all the 
rooms and show cases are stocked with diamonds, 
rubies, and pearls of priceless value: it is “full of 
the unsearcheable, unfathomable, unexplorable, in- 
exhaustable riches of Christ.” 


May we explore just a bit this marvellous letter, 
praying that the Holy Spirit will open our eyes and 
hearts to its message! For convenience we will 
divide it as follows: ‘“‘The Way,’”’ as demonstrated 
and illustrated (1) By Glorious Doctrines, (2) By 
Heart-felt Communion, (3) By Daily practice. 


Paul always bases 
Let us see some 


a Some Glorious Doctrines. 
his letters upon great doctrines. 
of these treasures. 
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First, there is the teaching about God’s electing 
love—“‘even as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world.” ‘‘He destined us in love 
to be His sons through Jesus Christ.”” Our salvation 
is no haphazard affair, but according to the plan 
It is “‘a plan for the 
fullness of time.” It is “God’s way out’ for a 
fallen, sinful race. 


Then, it is for “the praise of His glory.” Every. 
thing in the world contributes to the glory of 
God—the heavens, the earth, and all that are jp 
them—but the crown of God’s glory is the Gospel 
Plan of salvation. 


Third, “the immeasurable riches of His grace” 
(2:7). Who can measure the grace of God as 
shown in Christ, or the grace of Christ as He 
became our Savior from sin? Grace saves us, grace 
fills us, grace rewards us with heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus—an inheritance among the saints. 


Fourth, “‘made nigh by the blood of Jesus Christ.” 
Here we have the infinite price of our redemption. 
The chasm which sin caused has been bridged. We 
are no longer aliens, but citizens; no longer far 
off, but near, brought into the family and filled 
with the peace which His blood whispers to our 
souls. Not only one race—the Jews—but the 
Gentiles as well are heirs of the purchased posses- 
sion. All men can be partakers of this redemption. 


2. Heart-felt Communion: Two Great Prayers. 
1:15-23; 3:14-19, Paul was a great Pray-er, and 
his two prayers in this epistle are beautiful ex- 
amples of real prayer. 


His approach to God is one of adoration, 
reverence, thanksgiving, and praise. I do not 


cease to give thanks’’—“the Father of Glory’—‘I 


bow my knees before the, Father’—‘“riches of His 
glory.”’ 


These are Intercessory Prayers and Paul is 
asking God to grant to these Christians the biggest 
gifts of His grace and love: (1) Spirit of wisdom 
and knowledge of Him—that you may know what 
is the hope to which He has called them, (2) 
“Strengthened with might through His Spirit in the 
inner man” (38) Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith, (4) be rooted and grounded in love, 
(5) power to comprehend the breadth, length, 
height, and depth, and know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, (6) be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 


Suppose we prayed for each other as Paul 
prayed for the Ephesians? What if we earnestly 
sought for ourselves and our fellow Christians 
what he seeks for them? Would we not be rich 
indeed? Would not the whole church be blessed 
with the immeasurable riches of His grace? 


3. Daily Practice. Paul never leaves out the 
“nractice part’—“I beg you to lead a life worthy 
of the calling.” 


There should be a unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. This is the union upon which we can 
agree, and the union for which Our Savior prayed 
in the seventeenth chapter of John. 


All our gifts are to be used for the building up 
of the body of Christ. We are to “put off” the 


old nature and “put on” the new. We are 
‘‘walk in love,” be subject to one another, be strong 
in the Lord, putting on the whole armor of God. 


. Ser 
noma 
Readi 

As tl 
burde 
writes 


from 
backg 
(and 
A thr 
and vi 
sin—é 
their 
Paul 
persor 

He 
truth, 
of Gor 
all thi 
fensiv 
piece 
almor 
it on.’ 
fits: ev 
we 


says— 
plicati 


“Ke 
a man 

As 1 
the Cl 

Our 
of his 
cities. 
multiti 
it dev 
The v 
sin ta 
sin-cul 
scars! 
our da 


The; 
but thi 
its old 
always 
with 
society 
We mz 
and tk 
these 
places, 
they hi 
to go 
“saint? 
a socie 
religio, 
nearly 


We 
Heart 


Nov. 15, 194 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


We are to pray and keep alert. How beautiful is 
“The Way’. when practiced in our Homes and 


Hearts! — | 
Lesson For December 8: Paul 
Admonishes The Churches 
(Temperance Lesson) 


Scripture: I Corinthians 6:9a-10; 11:17-27; 
Romans 13:13-14; Ephesians 5:18-21. Devotional 
Reading: Ephesians 6:11-20. 


“The care Of all the churches” rested on Paul. 
As their founder and _ spiritual father he was 
burdened with a sense of his responsibility. So he 
writes to them and admonishes them, 


“Put on the whole armor of God.’”’ This sentence 
fom our Devotional Reading forms a _ splendid 
background for our lesson. These early Christians, 
(and modern ones too), had a battle before them. 
A three-fold enemy was threatening their welfare 
and very existence: (1) the World—a world full of 
sin—an alluring, tempting world, (2) the Flesh— 
their old sinful nature—the ‘fold man” of which 
Paul speaks so often, (3) the Devil—a_ real, 
personal, devil—‘“the wiles of the devil.” 


He gives a graphic description of this armor— 
truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, word 
of God, sword of the Spirit. Here is protection for 
all the vital parts of our bodies; here is both of- 
fensive and defensive armor. He tells where each 
piece is to be worn. It is not enough to see the 
amor, and to know its use. He tells them to “put 
iton.’ The armor is there; it is God’s armor; it 
fits every part of the body; but it is useless unless 
we “put it on.” 


“Each piece put on with prayer’’—so the hymn 
says—and Paul says, “‘with all prayer and sup- 
plication.”” We need soul preparation. 


“Keep alert”; even a man clothed in armor, even 
aman prepared by prayer, needs to “watch.” 


As we study our lesson let us keep this picture of 
the Christian soldier in mind. 


Our lesson is taken from Paul’s letters to three 
of his churches—three churches in three wicked 
cities. Sin thrives in cities. There it finds 
multitudes of people upon whom it can work; there 
it develops, peimeates, and poisons all social life. 
The very atmosphere becomes contaminated and 
sn takes on epidemic proportions. How these 
sin-cursed cities blot the world like small-pox 


scars! Paul had them in his day; we have them in 


our day. | 


These early Christians had been saved from sin, 
but they were surrounded by sin; the old life with 
Its old habits and associates and enticements was 
always present. There were no Christian homes 
with their influences and sacred memories; no 
soclety modified and partly reformed by the church. 

€ marvel sometimes at the grossness of their sins 
and the sharp admonitions of Paul as he writes 
these letters. Suppose we put ourselves in their 
places. Consider the pit and mire from which 
they had been taken, think of the severe temptation 
'o go back to the old life. It is not easy to be a 
saint” today with the heritage of Christian homes, 
4 Society influenced by the purity of the Christian 
tligion for hundreds of years, and a church on 
hearly every street corner. Let us not marvel at 


Make The Loveliest Memorial Of All 


As a memorial for those who gave their lives 
in service,, inscribe their names, not in perish- 
able substances, but in the skyward tones of 
music—in Carillonic Bells, whose glorious 
song will rise day after day in a praise and 
homage. 


This is the tribute that none will have to seek 
out, that will not yield its lustre to time. The 
tribute of Carillonic Bells, will send its mes- 
sage, pouring out in melody the wordless cer- 
tainties. of faith. And, listening, hearts will 
know, remember, reverence, those in whose 
honor the golden musie sounds. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells, surpassing all 
chimes or bells, are eminently suitable for 
such a memorial. A quarter-century of elec- 
tronic science has enabled Schulmerich to de- 
velop tones of luminous beauty, clearly aud- 
ible, even at a distance, and responsive to the 
most exacting degrees of modulation. They 
are simple to install, require no additional 
structure, and are moderate in cost. 


If you, too, would like to create a memorial 
in music for those whom you have loved and 
lost, we shall be glad to send you a descrip- 
tive booklet giving complete details. Please 


' address Dept. SP-12. 


CARILLONIG BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS: SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS-CHURCH NEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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the imperfections and failings of these early 
‘‘saints,” but rather marvel] that there were any 
saints. To be a saint in Caesar’s household; to be 
a saint in the city of Corinth; to be a saint at 
Ephesus was no easy matter; it took all the grace 
and power of God. 


What does Paul have to say to The Church at 
Corinth? I Corinthians 6:9a-10; 11:17-27. ‘Foul 
sins’—“‘Such were some of you.” 6:9a-10. The 
church at Corinth was made up of saved sinners, 
as all churches are, but some of them sinners sunk 
in what we call the “grosser’’ sins—immorality, 
idolatry, adultery, uncleanness; they had been 
thieves, greedy, drunkards, revilers and robbers. 
Such people could not enter the Kingdom of God. 


But they had been washed, consecrated (sancti- — 


fied), justified, in the name of Christ and in the 
Spirit of God. The very scum of the earth, the 
blackest and foulest, they had been made clean. 
Paul admonished them “keep clean.” They 
must not let these ugly, foul sins take hold again 
upon their lives. 


Sins even at the Lord’s Supper. 11:17-27. They 
were desecrating the Lord’s Table. They were 
turning this sacred supper into a drunken carousal 
where there was strife and pride and confusion. 
There were divisions, factions, drunkenness, glut- 
tony, even in this place. They were keeping the 
Lord’s Supper in an unworthy and unseemly manner 
and were guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
They were being severely punished and chastene 
for this sin. | : 


The Church at Rome: Romans 13:13-14. ‘Let 
us then cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light,” (verse 12) What are these 
‘‘works of darkness’’? Revelling, drunkenness, de- 
bauchery, licentiousness, quarrelling, jealousy. 
What a list! These were evidently the sort of 
“works” which many of these Christians had been 
doing before they were converted. These were the 
works so prevalent in Rome, the capital of the 
world, a city of enlightenment and culture. Think 
of the “night clubs” in our “cultured” cities today! 


What was the cure? “But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires.’””’ The cure has to go further 
than merely putting off sin; it must include the 
putting on of Christ. Is not much of our failure 
due to the fact that we go only half way? 


The Church at Ephesus: Ephesians 5:18-21. The 
Christians at Ephesus were to look carefully how 
they walked, not walking as unwise, but as wise, for 
the days were evil. They were to make the most 
of their time, buy up every opportunity. Evil 
times are times of opportunity as well as danger. 


A wicked city is a dangerous place, but it is also a — 


place where duty calls, for in the cities are the 
great masses of men and women and children, to 
be reached by the Gospel. If the will of the Lord 
has cast our lot in the city, or has called us to the 
city, as Paul was called, then we can use our 
golden opportunities. It is one thing to pitch our 
tent toward a wicked Sodom because we wish to get 
rich; it is an altogether different thing if we use 
the city as a place to witness for the Lord. But 
we must be a better witness than Lot was; to be 
“‘vexed” with the wickedness of a city is not 
enough. We must strive to win souls. 


“Do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery.” 


One of the curses of the city today 


is the saloon. Where we have a hundred churches 
we will probably have two hundred saloons, 9 
liquor stores. The debauchery of our moder 
cities is an abomination to the Lord. 


“Be filled with the Spirit.” Wine will debaych: 
the Spirit will enlighten, ennoble, purify, glorify 
filling our hearts and minds with understanding 
and rejoicing. Wine drags down to hell; the Spirit 
lifts up to Heaven. The drunkard sings silly, un. 
clean songs; the Spirit-filled Christian has psalms 
hymns, spiritual songs. The drunkard gets madnegs 
of brain; the other makes melody in his heart unto 
the Lord. What a contrast! There is nothing more 
uplifting than the songs of Zion; nothing more 
degrading than the songs of the drunkard. 


If Paul were writing to the churches of New 
York, or Chicago, or Washington, what would he 
say to them? Our sins might not be quite the 
same as the sins of Corinth, and Rome, and Ephe. 
sus, but there would be the same need of ster 
admonition. It might be unbelief, indifference, 
pride, self-satisfaction, as in Laodicea—lukewarn.- 
ness in the midst of the sins and dangers and op- 
portunities of the city. 


We will end as we began. God needs well. 
armored, praying, alert, soldiers in His army today, 
whether in country’ or city. There is “fighting all 
along the line.”’ 


Lesson For December 15: Philemon: 
A Letter On Christian 
Brotherhood 


Scripture: Philemon. Devotional Reading: John 
17:9-21. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from ou 
Savior’s Great Intercessory Prayer: ‘I am praying 
for them’’—not for Himself but for those whom 
the Father had given Him. He is asking. for 
glorious things: ‘‘Keep them’’—they are to be in 
the world, keep them from the evil one; “Conse 
crate them in the truth”; “That they may all be 
one.’ We know that our Great Intercessor 1 
still at the right hand of God, praying for us. The 
Church, the great Christian Brotherhood, is con- 
stantly being remembered before the throne of 
grace by the Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. What a 
comfort to us in our times of trouble! What 4 
strength in times of temptation! How this thought 
inspires us in our times of discouragement! 


Our lesson today is the Great Intercessory Lett®r 
of Paul, the Epistle to Philemon—one of the 
sweetest and finest letters ever written—writte 
from one Christian Brother to another. “If Ephe 
sians is the Lyric, Philemon is the ‘Idyl of the New 
Testament,’ combining beauty with brevity.” 0 
says Dr. A. T. Pierson in his “Keys to the Word.” 


We have first of all, A Picture of Three Chr 


tians. 


1. Paul—the writer of the letter, He calls himself 
by two names: (1) an ambassador, and (2) now! 
prisoner. He was at the same time the highes 
and the lowest—an ambassador of the King o 
Kings, and a prisoner of an earthly king, the 
Roman Emperor. (But at the same time a prisont 
for Jesus Christ). His business as an ambassador 
had brought about his imprisonment by Rome 
Many of God’s ambassadors have been prisonél 
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and martyrs. God’s messengers to the sinful and 
rebellious people of this world have had a hard time. 
See the honor roll of such heroes in the II chapter 
of Hebrews. 


Paul—a great lover of men. Paul had a way of 
putting men in his heart and keeping them there. 
“IT am sending him back to you, sending my very 
heart” (vs. 12. R.S.V.) This time he had a slave 
in his heart. Paul was no respector of persons. 
He was a “Heart-giant’”: he had Christ on the 
throne of his heart; he had the churches in his 
heart; he had his nation there, and his fellow- 
workers; he had room in his big heart for this 
runaway slave. Here is a more accurate measure 
of Paul’s heart than these weightier, and by most 
people considered, more important matters. After 
all it is our ability to love individual men, men of 
low station in life, that makes us most resemble 
our Master. ‘‘He loved me and gave Himself for 
me,” says Paul measuring the heart of his Savior 
and Lord. 


Paul, an.ambassador, a prisoner, a lover of men, 
becomes in this letter a pleading intercessor, as we 
shal] see. 


2. Onesimus, a runaway slave and thief. He 
had come in contact with Paul, been converted, 
and baptized—a member now of the Christian 
The unprofitable slave had become 
a very profitable child of God. 


But the question now is this: what is the duty of 
both Paul and the slave? The duty of the slave is 
to make restitution; to go back to his master. This 
was a dangerous thing to do. It might well cost 
him his life. What would be his fate? 


The duty of Paul was to help—to intercede for 
him. He knows his. master, Philemon, knows that 
he is a Christian, one of Paul’s own children in the 
Gospel. So the prisoner and ambassador becomes 
the intercessor. He writes to Philemon, relating 
the whole story and explaining the circumstances, 
relying upon this Christian Brother to do the kind 
and generous thing, not by compulsion, but by his 
own grace and free-will. 


3. Philemon: evidently a Christian of some wealth 
and standing; a leader among the Christians, for 
he has a church in his house. Paul had a right to 
“command’”’ him, for he owed his very life to Paul. 
Dr. Albert Banks tells of a man converted under 
his ministry who, when Dr. Banks remonstrated 
with him for going to so much trouble to see him 
to a train, said, his eyes filled with tears, ‘All that 
Iam I owe to you.” All that Philemon was, as a 
child of God, he owed to Paul. But the apostle 
does not use his authority, but appeals to the love 
Christians should have for each other. He asks 
him to receive this slave, ‘“‘no longer as a slave but 
more than a slave—as a beloved brother.” 


These three Christians, so different in many re- 


_ Spects, were all members of the great brotherhood 


of believers. 


Some Characteristics of this Letter. These early | 


Christians had a beautiful way of beginning their 
letters. Should not we today put a little of this 
perfumed atmosphere of Heaven in our letters to 
each other? Should there not be this added touch 
which makes them Christian letters? It begins and 
ends in prayer. Do our letters begin and end this 
way? Would there not be more of “grace” and 
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‘‘peace”’ in all our hearts if we wrote to each other 
as Paul wrote to Philemon? 


Then, the note of thanksgiving and praise, (not 
flattery). Sincere praise is a tonic. Some of us 
need a little tonic occasionally. Paul’s letters 
abound in the right sort of praise and thanksgiving. 


His appeal is a model of tact and courtesy. “For 


love’s sake, I prefer to appeal.” It is so much 


better to appeal than to command. “I appeal to you 
for my child.” Paul loves both master and slave, 
and such love is contageous. How could both of 
them keep from loving him? If we keep repeating 
to ourselves, “Jesus loves me,” believingly, it will 
not be long until our hearts respond by saying, “I 
love Jesus.’’ 


_ But Paul goes further than to appeal: he offers 
to pay whatever the slave may owe. “Put that on 
my account.”’ He identifies himself with this er- 


ring one. 


He closes with a note of confidance in Philemon, 
a request for a small service, (prepare a guset 
room for me), some messages, and a benediction. 


Lessons for Today. We can be Christians, and 
so belong to the Brotherhood, in any state or 
condition. In whatever state we are called, be 
contented. Is not a great deal of the confusion 
and restlessness of the world due to a continual 
striving to climb out by “hook or crook” and rise 
a little above others? Ambition is all right, and 
to be commended. But this idea that we have to 
obtain a certain station in life, and a certain degree 
of wealth in order to be happy or blessed, is false. 
Here were three men—a prisoner, a slave, a free 
man—all belonging to the same Brotherhood, and 
enjoying the same blessings. Prison walls do not 
imprison the soul or make an innocent man guilty; 
a condition of slavery does not prevent spiritual 
freedom. Many a slave has been God’s free man; 
many an owner of slaves, in bondage to sin and 
satan. A man of wealth and high station may be 
an humble member of “The Brotherhood.” In 
Christ we are all one. We may remain slaves or 
prisoners and retain our “good standing’”’ as His 
followers. 


Do we think of others? Do we pray for others? 
Do we write letters of intercession for needy 
brethren in Christ? Do we encourage each other in 
the Lord by a word of praise? What a blessing to 
the church it would be if letters similar to this one 
in spirit would be circulating freely? 


We cannot close without reminding our hearts of 
the illustration we have in this letter—almost a 
type or analogy—of what our Great Intercessor 
has done for us. We have stolen from our Father 
and run away from Him. We are very unprofitable 
servants. Our Savior has taken our place, paid our 
debt, and is interceding for us. We are accepted 
in the’ Beloved. We are adopted into the family, 
no longer slaves, but sons and daughters. He has 
set us free indeed. 


May we never leave this beautiful letter of Paul 
without havin~ our love for our Savior rekindled. 


‘“‘We acknowledge no Unity except in Christ; no 
Charity of which He is not the bond; and that, 
therefore, the chief point in preserving Charity is 
to maintain Faith sacred and entire.’”?’ —John Cal- 
vin in the Preface to Psychopannychia. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For December 
ENLISTMENT AND TRAINING 


Introduction For The Month 


The schools and colleges of America are crowded 
to overflowing this year, with great numbers gang- 
ing up in gymnasiums rather than in dormitories, 
with many living in trailer camps about the campus. 
Students are willing to live this way for a few 
years because they realize that if they are to ac- 
complish anything worthwhile in life they must 
have the proper training. 


The Christian life is no different. A _ strong 
Christian character does not just happen, it is cul- 


tivated through the years by study and training. 


Real Christian service does come about automatic- 
ally, it is the result of planning, enlistment, train- 
ing, and effort. 


Today the world needs Christian character and 
service more than ever before. The challenge to 
our generation of youth is greater than to any 
other in the history of our country. But we can’t 
stumble into meeting the challenge. We must face 
the challenge, enlist for service, prepare ourselves 
by Christian training, and launch out for Christ. 


But do I as an individual make any difference? 
If I do serve Christ will it make any difference in 
the history of our time? If I don’t serve Christ 
will it make any difference in the way things go? 
If God is so big that He created the world and all 
that is in it He is so big and so busy, will He miss 
me if I go on about my business? First of all. be- 
fore we can enlist and go into training we must 
answer the question: “Does God Need Me?’’ 


Dec. 1: Does God Need Me? 


Introduction 


All of us “‘want to be wanted.’”’ When we go to 
college we want some fraternity or some sorority 
to be sure and make a bid for us during rush week. 
Many people go to church and don’t come back 
because no one spoke to them, so they don’t feel 
wanted, Many a girl goes into a life of sin simply 
because she longs for someone to want her. 


God wants each and every one of us. God so 
loved you and me that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that you and I might believe on Him and not 
only not perish, but also belong to Him. Chris* 
comes to you and me and says, “I love you with an 
everlasting love and want you to be my bride and 
I’ll be your bridegroom.” The Christian life is a 
oe seeking to please Christ because we belong 
o Him. | 


But God not only wants us each and every one 
for Himself, but He wants us for service. Yet 
many of us think that our lives are our own to do 
with as we please, and when the call of God comes 
to us we make excuses to try and justify our not 
letting God have us completely. And this excuse 
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making is nothing new. Moses, one of the greatest 
characters that God ever made, began to make 
excuses when God came and laid His hand on Moses 
and said, “I want you for service.’? And when we 
study the excuses that Moses made we find that 
they are the same excuses that you make when 
your pastor comes and asks you to volunteer for 
service to Christ and His church. Let’s study these 
excuses and see how modern and up-to-date they 
are. 


Scripture Lesson 


Moses, after being reared in all the learning of 
the Egyptians, fled from Egypt and wandered in 
the back lands of Midian. One day while tending 
the sheep God called to him out of the burning 
bush to come and do a work for God. Moses in- 
mediately began to make excuse. (Exodus 3:1-10). 


1, Personal Insignificence: Ex. 3:11-12. (a) Ex- 
cuse. I am so small I don’t matter. Verse 11. (b) 
God’s answer. Certainly you are, but I am with 
you. Verse 12, 


2. Practical Ignorance: Ex. 3:13-14. (a) Excuse. 
The people will ask questions I can’t answer. Verse 
13. (b) God’s answer. I will reveal myself through 
you, when you obey. Verse 14. 


3. Public Indifference: Ex. 4:1-3. (a) Excuse. 
The people won’t pay any attention. Verse 1. (b) 
God’s answer. I will work mightily through you. 
Verses 2-3. 


4. Providential Lack: Ex. 4:10-12. (a) Excuse. 
I can’t talk like others. Verse 10. (b) God’s an- 


- swer. I who made your tongue can handle your 


tongue. Verses 11-12. 


5. Passing the Buck: Ex. 4:13-16. (a) Excuse. 
Let somebody else do it. Verse 13. (b) God’s an- 
swer. I will, but you lose joy and reward. Verses 
14-16. 


Suggestions 


Why not have all your group bring their Bibles. 
After proper call to worship, hymns and prayers, 
have some one read the context of the passage for 
study, Exodus 3:1-10. Then let the leader go 
around the group, having different ones read from 
their own Bibles the excuses and answers 4as In- 
dicated above. Then stop as long as necessary [0 
let the group by discussion point out how the 
— and answers are used by them in their daily 
ives, 


Dec. 8: Sing In Exultation 


Introduction 


Congregational singing belongs to the very heart 
of our Protestant faith. In the days of the great 
Protestant Reformation one of the popes is re 
ported to have said. “The Protestants win more 
converts by their singing than they do by their 
On one occasion a minister finished 


his sermon and a man came down the aisle an 
confessed his faith in Christ as Saviour. Later the 
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minister asked the man what he had said that had 
caused him to make that decision, and the man 
replied, ‘Nothing that you said, but the way that 
lady in the choir sang, ‘Jesus Saves.’ ”’ 


Ours is a singing faith, and when we sing with 
enthusiasm and with faith unto the Lord our sing- 
ing will be as powerful and fruitful a message as is 
the pastor’s preaching. Too often we hear young 
people sing the latest song hits. with great feeling 
and enthusiasm, but when they come to church 
they sing of Christ and His love in a doleful, moan- 
ing voice as if it hurt them to open their mouths. 
Such singing will never reach the lost and indicates 
that there is something wrong in the soul of the 
one who so sings. 


Some may sing this way at some times of the 
year, but I think that all of us love the great 
Christmas carols and sing them with great apprecia- 
tion and enthusiasm at Christmas time. We should 
thus sing them, but we should also sing them with 
our spiritual understanding. This week let’s take 
a Christmas carol and examine the words of the 
carol _ the light of the Bible and Christian faith 
and life. 


Hymn Study 


There is one Christmas hymn, though it would 
be well to use it all during the year, that we all 
should like in a particulary way because it is 
American born. In 1849 Dr. Edward H. Sears, a 
Boston minister, wrote “It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear.’ The hymn tune to which the words have 
been set is “‘Carol,’”? a tune composed by Richard 
Storrs Willis, a son of Nathaniel Willis, founder of 
“The Youth’s Companion.” 3 


The hymn is based on the story as we have it in 
Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2, verses 1-15. This passage 
should be read in connection with the hymn study. 
A good picture if you.like pictures, to use in con- 
nection with the study is “‘Apparition to the Shep- 
herds” by the German artist Bernhard Plokhorst. 


As we read the stanzas of the hymn we see that 
each stanza emphasizes one phase of Christian 
truth. Note the four main emphases of the hymn: 


Stanza 1: Past Fact—In this first stanza we are 


carried back to the fact that at a certain point in > 


history the angels appeared to shepherds and an- 
nounced the fact of Christ’s coming into the world 
and declared in the heavenly doxology the purpose 
of His coming. Our religion is not rooted in legend, 
nor is it based on what men can think through to- 
day by modern knowledge. Our religion is based 
on the fact that a certain time and place in history 
God appeared in the person of His son to work out 
His redemption in the world. Never get away from 
that past fact announced by the angels to the 
shepherds. 


Stanza 2: Present Opportunity—The second 
stanza is a poetic description of the fact that God 
still draws near today and calls all those who will 
to receive this same Christ who appeared -in the 
long ago. No angels will come down from the sky 
to tell us, no sensational miracles will happen. But 
ii we read in faith the words of the Bible that tell 
us of God’s dealings in days gone by the Holy Spirit 
will take the things of Christ and make Him real 
tous. When the Holy Spirit takes the words of 
Scriptures and uses them to make Christ rea] we 
far again in our innermost spirits the messages 
that God has given through the ages, including the 


\ 


‘- 


wit 
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Now that peace has come, the way is open 
once more for missionary work in many 3 
lands—work that has been curtailed or 
closed down entirely during the war. Chris- 
tian people will see that this work is re- : 
sumed at once, and that it is adequately 
financed. 


Our Foreign Missions Committee invites your 
* attention to five specific ways in which YOU 
= can participate in the spreading of Chris- 
tianity in foreign lands: 


1. You can include a bequest to Foreign 
Missions in your will. 


2. You can create a memorial fund, the | 
interest from which will be a contribu- 
tion each year to Feore‘*n Missions. 

3. You can make Foreign Missions the 
beneficiary of one of your life insurance 
policies. 

4, You can give Foreign Missions your 
idle jewelry, gold and silver, to be con-- 
verted into cash. 
5. You can purchase a life annuity, 
either for yourself, for another, or 
jointly, and in the same transaction do- 


nate the amount of your purchase to 
Foreign Missions, | 


For Full Particulars Regarding Any 
Of These Plans Write 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church In 


The United States 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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announcement to the angels. No matter how often 
we have read the Bible and memorized it, we have 
never used the Bible as God intends until our hearts 
thrill as the old, old stories become living and real 
to us. 


Stanza 3: Practical Experience—The third stanza 
1eminds us that when we hear the message sent 
from God and receive this Son announced from 
heaven He comes into our hearts to give us peace, 
power and joy. Christian experience is not what 
we do for Christ, it is what we are willing to let 
Christ do for us, in us and through us. These words 
in the hymn, because of poetic necessity, are in- 
definite in their content. They simply describe the 
experience. We need to know Christ and our Bibles 
so that our minds can fill in the content that is 
lacking as we sing. 


Stanza 4: Prophetic Assurance—In the fourth 
stanza we look forward with assurance that because 
Christ came once to fulfill all that the prophets 
said of His first coming, even so shall He come 
again to usher in that day when the whole earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge and glory of God. 
We all long for the day when peace shall reign 
throughout all the world. Christians in the church 
differ about just how that day shall come, and 
because of the difference some mighty good Chris- 
tians are divided. This should not be. Some believe 
that peace can be brought in by the church, but we 
know that it can not come until Christ rules and 
reigns in the hearts of all men. So if we believe 


this way, then winning men to Christ, not stumping © 


for world order, should be our main business. 
Others of us feel that this day can never be until 
Christ returns visibly and bodily to rule and reign 
over all the earth. If this be the way, then our 
main duty is to go into all the world and reach 
men for Christ. However we believe, we are all 
agreed that the day is coming, and however it comes 
we must win men to Christ now. Too many men 
have forsaken Christ and His redeeming power and 
have substituted a program of seeking to make 
un-Christian men live like Christians. We must 
repudiate these, but let us not separate from those 
who are one with us in receiving the Bible as the 
true Word of God and Christ as the true Son of 
God simply because we differ on things that God 
Himself shall handle in His own way. 


In closing let us keep this in mind. Many hymns 
that are very valuable may not be altogether true 
to the Bible, or they may be written by men who 
were not true born again believers. The writer of 
this Christmas hymn was a Unitarian. He would 
not put the fullness of Biblical meaning into the 
hymn that we Bible believers do, so let us always 
examine hymns closely to see that they are true to 
the book, and where their words are vague let us 
be sure that their words have a full Bible meaning 
to us as we sing. 


Dec. 15: God’s Gift To Me 
Introduction 


Last March I was visiting in a home and I noticed 
some packages on the living room table. They were 
wrapped in white tissue paper, and they were tied 
with red and green ribbon, with Santa Claus 
stickers on them. The paper was worn, as if the 
bundles had been moved about a good deal. My 
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curiosity got the best of me and I asked my hostes; 
what it all meant. She explained that she had 
son whose family lived in another town some miles 
away, about a hundred I expect. At Christmas 
she had bought these presents and wrapped them 
for her son and his family. He knew that she 
would have presents for his family and would be 
expecting them to visit. But they did not come. 
That mother told me that several times singe 
Christmas she had written, telling the boy of his 
presents, and asking him to come see her. But 
three months after Christmas he still had not 
answered his mother’s invitation of love and come 
for his presents. 


Two thousand years ago God gave us a gift of 
love, His only begotten Son, and invited us all to 
come and receive Him. Still today there are 
millions who have never heard of that gift, and 


. there are millions more who have heard but who 


have not cared enough to come and receive the 
gift. But worse than that I am afraid that a good 
many of us grow up right in the church and read 
the Christmas story and sing the carols, yet we 
have never come to God for His gift. You do not 
receive the gift by being born into a Christian 
home, by joining the church, by trying to read the 
Bible and do Christian service. You receive the 
Son by a definite, personal, voluntary act of re- 
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ. All the world is 
singing again the Christmas story of God’s love 
gift to man, but not nearly all who sing that story 
have really received the gift. Let us then see again 
how we may receive the gift. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(John 1:6-14) 


God’s gift to the world is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


1. Who is He? (a) Creator: Verse 10. John was 
sent to bear witness ot Jesus Christ the Light, and 
John tells us that when Christ was in the world 
the One who made the world was present. Read 
John 1:1-5. (b) Redeemer: Verse 12. This One did 
not come into the world to show men how to be 
come better, but He came to redeem from the per- 
alty and power of sin. (c) Revealer: Verse 14. 
This Creator and Redeemer reveals God to us day 
by day. Since He came we no longer wonder what 
God is like. Read John 1:18 and 14:6-10. 


2. How did the world receive Him? God sent His 
love gitt. the Lord Jesus, into a worid that be 
longed to Him and to a people who were His own 
people, but they rejected Him, they would not 
have Him. Verse 11. 


3. What did He do about it? The fact that the 
world rejected Him did not stay the purpose of 
the Lord Jesus. Though the world rejected Him t0 
as many as received Him to them gave He the 
power to become the children of God, even t 
those who trusted Him, by their being born of God. 
Verses 12-13. Jesus said in John 3 that every one 
who is to be a child of God must be born again 
(3:3) and in I John he tells us that whoever be 
lieves that Jesus is the Christ is born of God. 
(I John 5:1). If we receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
by faith we have received God’s love gift and we 
are children of God. If we have not received the 
Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and beet 
born again, then we have not received God’s gift, 
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we are not children of God, even though we may 
belong to the church and be trying to live a good, 
religious life. 


Suggestions 


This truth is so fundamental, and this is a season 
of the year when so many people are going to be 
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presuming on God and taking this all for granted 
that it would be well for your group to study the 
Scripture and decide whether you have really re- 
ceived the gift of God, which is everlasting life in 
Christ, or whether you are merely professing a 
faith that is of the head only instead of the head, 
heart and life. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Blended Blessings Or Two 
Lives Of Service 


A Brief Sketch Of The Lives Of Ella Louise 
Reid And Robert Perry Smith 
Written by their daughter and granddaughter 


and dedicated to their “other” children of The 
Mountain Orphanage. Paper pp. 53. 


The foreword of this booklet, written by an inti- 


‘mate friend, describes in a general way its con- 


tents, and is as follows: 


“In addition to several tributes to. Dr. R. P. 
Smith and his work heretofore published, this 
booklet contains an intimate account of the home 
life and some of the personal characteristics of 
Dr. and Mrs. Smith, written by Mrs. R. D. Bedinger, 
their youngest daughter. 


Those who had the privilege of knowing these 
good people and the ‘blended blessings’ that issued 
from their home and their consecrated personal- 
ities will welcome the fresh light their daughter 
has thrown on the secret of their useful ministry. 
Those who did not have the privilege of personal 


acquaintance with them will be glad to share with | 


the privileged this story of their lives.” In the 
foreword as it stands the word “sanction” was by 
a misprint substituted for “‘sanctum.”’ This substi- 
tution of course did not make sense. Their home 
was the inner sanctum of their lives, 


The story begins with the godly homes in which 
they were reared and follows them through court- 
ship and marriage and family life, and _ relates 
many incidents that illustrate the personal char- 
acteristics of each and their close fellowship in 
the service of God and His Church. 


Although both lived past the allotted threescore 
and ten, they never lost the spirit of youth. This 
had much to do with their never-failing interest in 
young people and their sympathetic insight into 
the problems of childhood and adolescence. 


The author was moved to begin this sketch by a 
desire to leave to their grandchildren little inci- 
dents in the lives of their grandparents that would 
excite their interest and remind them of their 
Christian heritage. | 

Then came the thought that the boys and girls 
who go out from The Mountain Orphanage might 
be influenced also to lead godly lives by having a 
brief sketch of its founder and his right-hand 
helper in all his work. | 


Education of the 


The proceeds from the sale of this booklet will 
go to the R. P. Smith Memorial Scholarship Fund 
for the Higher Education of Mountain Orphanage 
Children. Price $1.00. Apply to Miss Martha Reid 
Bedinger, 48 St. Dunstan’s Road, Asheville, N. C. 


R. F. Campbell. 


Wings For The Soul 
Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord 


Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray; 
Give us the mind of Christ each passing day; 
Teach us to know the truth that sets us free; 
Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee. 


Take Thou our hearts, O Christ; they are Thine 
own; 

Come Thou within our souls and claim Thy throne; 

Help us to shed abroad Thy deathless love; 

Use us to make the earth like heaven above. 


Take Thou our wills, Most High! Hold Thou 
full sway; 
Have in our inmost souls Thy perfect way; 
Guard Thou each sacred hour from selfish ease; 
Guide Thou our ordered lives as Thou dost please. 


Take Thou ourselves, O Lord: heart, mind and will; 
Through our surrendered souls Thy plans fulfill. 
We yield ourselves to Thee—time, talents, all; 
We hear and henceforth heed Thy sovereign call. 


From Group Conference Program in Patomac 
Presbytery. Tune: “Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 


Attention Please! 


In the larger railroad stations throughout the 
country one often hears in clear tones the words: 
“Attention Please!’? They are the prelude to an 
announcement—often a repeated announcement— 
of importance to an individual or a group. 


As Director of the Department of Leadership 
Presbyterian Church in the 


United States, I say to you: Attention Please. The 
General Assembly has said: “The realization of 
the aims of the Church School will depend very 
largely upon the character and qualifications of 
the teachers’... Definite training for their service 
should be expected of them and opportunities for 
it provided.”* The injuction, which is virtually a 
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mandate from the highest court of the Church, is 
addressed to the Session of the local Church re- 
sponsible for providing training opportunities and 
to the teachers of each Church who should avail 
themselves of these opportunities. 


We are now engaged in an Assembly-wide em- 
phasis to provide training opportunity through one 
of many ways, namely, the leadership class. No 
Sunday School or Church is too small to have one 
or more classes. We commend to every Outpost 
Sunday School and those churches which have not 
had a leadership class the following: “How To 
Teach In The Church School,” and a Bible Course. 


For detailed information, see our latest Bulletin, 
“A Program Of Leader Development,” recently 
sent to ministers, Sunday School superintendents, 
and directors of Religious Education, or write to 
your Regional Director of Religious Education or 
to the Department of Leadership Education, P. O. 
Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 


Attention Please: Ministers, Superintendents, 
and Directors of Religious Education, if you have 
not already done so, enroll now in the Assembly- 
wide effort to have “One Thousand Leadership 
Classes In One Year.”’ 


Patrick H. Carmichael. 
*Book of Church Order, Page 168. 


Wings For The Soul 


Which Shall I Do? 


I helped to kill my Church! I stayed away! Had 
I stayed away from my home, I had killed that; 
had I neglected my business as thoroughly, I had 
had no business. My lack of interest made other 
people uninterestel. I helped to kill my Church; 
I stayed away. 


I helped to kill my Church! I starved it. I was a 
poor provider. Time was when I contributed a little 
to it; but when I quit attending I quit paying. 
I helped to kill my Church; I starved it. 


I helped to kill my Church! I quit praying for it. 
At some time or other I quit praying, and quit 
praying for my Church. By slow degrees something 
was dying within me. I became an ecclesiasticide 
through spiritual suicide. I helped to kill my 
Church; I quit praying for it. 


I helped my Church to live! I was there! My 
presence helped. I was one more. When I joined 
the Church, I promised to be there. I didn’t join 
the Church to stay away from it. I was there! 


Churth! I paid: my way. I did not 


let others pay my way any more than I permit 
them to buy my hat, feed my children, or pay my 
taxes. An ample, competent sum must be my in- 
vestment in my Church. I paid my way. 


I helped my Church! I prayed for my Church. 
I want every blessing and grace and health and 
power for my Church. “For her my prayers as- 
cend.”’ I pray for her as naturally, as normally, as 
I do for my other dearest ones. I helped my 
Church, for I prayed for it, 


— From a Church Bulletin. 


Pictures 


The American Bible Society announced recently 
that there will be available soon a series of pro. 
ductions in which the complete scriptures of the 
Bible will be narrated in sound and acted out jp 
color motion pictures. One hundred and fifty fe. 
ture pictures will be reauired to present both the 
Old and New Testaments. 


The first of three pictures. now under produc. 
tion. are: “The Nativitv.” “The Woman of §s. 
maria,” and “The Parable of the Sower.” These 
will be followed by twenty-six pictures denicting 
the four Gosne] narratives. There will be a new 
yvicture each two weeks. The sound track will be 


the exact text of the King James Version of the 


Bible, with nothing added. 


CHURCH POSTFRS AND 
PUBLICITY 


By Homer H. Seay. Published by The Warburg 


Press, Columbus 15, Ohio. 79 pages. Price $3.00, 


The perparation of bulletin-board posters, mime- 
ogravhed notices and Sunday School illustrations 
is usually delegated to the one accomnlished artist 
in a church. In this little book, the author has pre- 
pared a volume of help for the beginner, and much 
valuable aid for the accomnplished artist. Anyone 
with a small outlay of enuinment can follow the 
instructions contained in this book. and bv the use 
ef the avthor’s illustrations, should be able to pro- 
duce work of a near-professional quality. 


This is the first work of this tvpe we have noted, 
and it is certainly much needed. Thirtv-five pages 
of illustrations helo the novice artist in selecting 
letter stvles., bulletin covers, and ideas for church 
bulletin boards. The onlv fault we find is that the 
book is too short. Additional] suggestions and drav- 
ings would have been helpful. However, there is 
mueh to be gained by the careful study of this 
volume, and it will be a valuable aid to church sec- 
retaries, young people’s directors, and all who are 
concerned with the promotion of church activities. 


Believing that a measure of church advertising 
is helpful, the author includes the admonition of 
Jesus: “Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
comve]l them to come in, that My house may be 
filled.”’ —Harold Borchert. 


The Core Of The Christian 
Profession 


“The confession of a suvernatural God, who may 
and does act in a supernatural mode, and who att- 
ing in a supernatural mode has wrought out for us 
a supernatural redemption, interpreted in a supéer- 
natural revelation, and applied by the supernatural 
operations of His Spirit—this confession constr 
tutes the core of the Christian profession. Only he 
who holds this faith whole and entire has a full 
right to the Christian name: only he can hope 
conserve the fulness of Christian truth. Let us 5¢€ 
to it that under whatever pressure and amid what 
ever difficulties, we make it heartily and frankly 
our confession, and think and live alike in ! 


strength and by its light. So doing, we shall find 


ourselves intrenched against the assaults of the 
world’s anti-supernaturalism, and abide by God’ 
grace to witness a good confession in the midst of 
its most .insidious attacks.” 

—Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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Pray For This Chinese Samuel 


By Mrs. James N. Montgomery 


“For this child I prayed: and the Lord hath 
given me my petition: therefore also I have lent 
him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be 
lent to the Lord,”’ said Hannah as she brought little 
Samuel to begin his life in the tabernacle. The 
prayers of his parents were answered in the safe 
return of their little boy and baby girl who had 
been kidnapped by enemies. With these words in 
mind their boy was dedicated to the Lord and 


given Samuel for an English name. Preparation 


for service as a minister was always in his mind. 


How could he get the necessary education in war-. 


torn China? One after another mission schools 
were discontinued under Japanese pressure. Young 
veople feared being forced into the service of the 
enemy. 


From a letter dated May 30, 1944: 


“How about our God to guide Israel in the long 
ago time? But in today He is guiding me to escape 
from my enemy’s net, and reached the war-time 
capital of China. It is not in your mind I can give 
vou a letter at Chungking. Now I am preparatory 
class of college. In summer I prepare to enter uni- 
versity.” 


May, 1945, from Miami, Fla., where he was in 
training as a naval cadet: 3 


“I had been Chungking two years and studying 
at prepare for university, when this year I shall be 
in college, I got my father’s letter said to me: 
‘Find the occupation for yourself in Chungking as 
quickly as you can, because [I cannot give you 
supply after while.’ To enter navy, just our God 
opened the only way for me, so I been here. Next 
time what shall I do I do not know. Put to our 
God’s Hand. That is the only way in my life.”’ 


October 9, 1945, from Miami, Fla., speaking of 
his service in the Navy: 


Young Readers’ Page 


“What shall I do in the future time. Sorry I 
can’t tell you very definitely, because I don’t know. 
What is God preparing for me, and I believe in 
God. He will pick out the finest things for me 
which is He loved and He will show me. How could 
I to do? This is my great hope: May God let you 
see me like a large ship sent a great deal of people 
to heaven.” 


“I have lived in the ship about one and a half 
months. We have one-third American sailors and 
almost of them are Christian or Catholic. It is very 
surprised to me I have not seen few of them bless- 
ing or pray before their meal or sleeping. When 
I did, just they are very surprised.” 


Recently from Nanking, China: 


‘“‘Pay in the Navy is not enough to help my sis- 
ter go to school. I hope to go Shanghai to work 
day time, go to school at night.”’ 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 

(1) What Christ has done for us. (Titus II). 
(2) What Jesus was called, by the man who sought 
Him at night. (3) What offense we commit, in 
failing to make proper offerings to God. (Mal. III). 
(4) What the heathen did, in Psalms 2 and 46. 
(5) What the soldiers put in the Lord’s right 
hand. (6) What drowsiness clothes a man with. 
(7) What Abigail took to David. (8) What the 
Bible says our righteousnesses are like. (9) What 


Esther sent to her Uncle Mordecai. (10) What the 


Word of God is like. (Isaiah 55). 
‘uley (QT) (g) 

‘suIsIey (2) ‘s8ey (9) (Gg) ‘pesey “POH 

qoy (g) ‘Tqqey (Z) ‘peweepey (T) :siomsuy 


The Necessity Of Scripture 


“It is easy to talk of revelation by deed. But — 


how little is capable of being revealed by even the 


‘ mightiest deeds, unaccompanied by the explanatory 


word? Two thousand years ago a child was born in 
Bethlehem, who throve and grew up nobly, lived a 
life of poverty and beneficence, was cruelly slain 
and rose from the dead. What is that to us? After 
a little, as His followers sat waiting in Jerusalem, 
there was a rush as of a mighty wind, and an ap- 
pearance of tongues of fire descending upon their 
heads. Strange: but what concern have we in it all? 
We require the revealing word to tell us who and 
what this goodly child was, why He lived, and what 
He wrought by His death, what it meant that He 
could not be holden of the grave, and what those 
cloven tongues of flame signified—before they can 
avail as redemptive facts to us. No earthly person 
knew, or could know, their import. No earthly in- 


sight was capable of divining it. No earthly au- 
thority could assure the world of any presumed 
meaning attached to them. None but God was in a 
position to know or assert their real significance. 
Only, then, as God spake through His servants, the 
prophets and apostles, could the mighty deeds by 
which He would save the world be given a voice 
and a message—be transformed into a gospel. And 
so the supernatural word receives its necessary po- 
sition among the redemptive acts as their inter- 
pretation and their complement.” 
—Benjamin B. Warfield. 


7 “Faith is not the condition precedent to justifi- 
cation, it is the experience of justification.” 
Quoted from “The Religion Of Jesus And The 


Faith Of Paul,” by Adolf Deissmann (Page 211), 
Doran, 1923. 
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General Church News 


Dr. Franc L. McCluer On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. France L. McCluer, president of Westminster 
College, Fulton, Mo., and an elder in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Fulton, will be the speaker on 
The Presbyterian Hour on November 17, 1946, at 
8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an independent network of 
southeastern radio stations. 


Born in Missouri, Dr. McCluer was graduated 
from Westminster College in 1916. He also took 
postgraduate work and received the Master of Arts 
degree in 1920. He received his Doctor of Philo- 
sophy degree at the University of Chicago. Dr. Mc- 
Cluer taught for several years in the Fulton High 
School, and then became Professor of History and 
Economics at Westminster College. After serving 
as Professor of Sociology for several years, he was 
called to the presidency of Westminster in 1933. 
Dr. McCluer has written for various magazines. 


In the spring of 1946, at Dr. McCluer’s invita- 
tion, Winston Churchill made an address at West- 
minster College which received worldwide atten- 
tion. 


The subject of Dr. McCluer’s address will be 
“The Optimism Of The Christian.” 


Evangelism Clinic In Nashville 


All of the churches of Nashville, Tenn., are unit- 
ing in a five-day program of Visitation Evangelism, 
starting on Sunday, November 17, and continuing 
through Thursday night of November 21. Dr. H. H. 
Thompson will direct the program, making it a 
clinic through which not only ministers and lay- 
men of the Nashville Churches but also others 
from churches outside the city will participate, 
learning the technique of Visitation Evangelism by 
experience. The project was initiated by the Com- 
mittee on Evangelism of the Synod of Tennessee 
and is receiving the hearty support of the laymen 
and pastors of the Nashville Churches. © 


Rev. Ben. L. Rose On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Rev. Ben. L. Rose, pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of Bristol, Va., will be the speaker 
on The Presbyterian Hour on November 24, at 
8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an independent network.of 
southeastern radio stations. 


A North Carolinian by birth, Mr. Rose was grad- 
uated from Davidson College in 1935. He took his 
theological training in Union Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va., and after graduating there became pas 
tor of several churches in Wilmington Presbytery, 
N. C. He entered the chaplaincy in 1941 and served 
with distinction in the European theater of opera- 
tions. Mr. Rose, after the war, secured an _ inter- 
view with the famous German pastor, Martin Nie 
moeller, and his interview was published in several 
church periodicals. Mr. Rose went to his pastorate 
in Bristol, Va., early this year. 


The subject of his address will be “The Bravest 
Thing 


East Alabama Presbytery 


The Rev. J. Plexico, Jr., Enterprise, was elected 
moderator of the East Alabama Presbytery, at the 
ninety-seventh semi-annual meeting at the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church here on October 22, 1946. 


The retiring moderator, the Rev. J. Norton 
Dendy, Dothan, presided at the meeting, and de 
livered the retiring moderator’s sermon. Most. of 
the churches were represented at the confer 

The Rev. A. C. Windham, Opelika, was elected 


stated clerk, and Dr. John R. McMahon, Wetumpka, 
was chosen as permanent clerk. 


Speakers were: Dr. Donald C. MacGuire, pastot 
of the First -Presbyterian Church, Montgomerly; 
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Kenneth Brooks, Birmingham, field director; and 
Thomas D. Davis, Memphis, Tenn., general cam- 
aign director; all of whom discussed thé $2,000,- 
000.00 fund drive for the support of Southwestern 
University. The East Alabama Presbytery has 
raised three-fourths of its quota. 


Dr. Claud H. Pritchard, Atlanta, Ga., executive 
secretary of the National Home Missions Com- 
mittee, later outlined the progress made in the 
raising of the Home Missions Emergency Fund of 
$600,000.00. 


Commissioners and alternates to the next meet- 
ing of the Genera] Assembly at Montreat, N. C., 
were elected as follows: Dr. H. E. Russell, Mont- 
gomery, with Dr. J. R. McMahon, Wetumpka, as 
alternate; the Rev. C. W. Sessions, Eufaula, with 
the Rev. Richard L. Scoggins, Montgomery, as al- 
ternate. Ruling elders chosen as commissioners 
were: John M,. Ward, Trinity Church, Mont- 
gomery, and Dr. C. D. McLeod, Andalusia, with 


Stanhope Elmore, Memorial Church, Montgomery, 


and Joel Johnson, Geneva, as alternates. 


AUGUSTA PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Augusta met in Fal] Session in 
Monticello Church. The pastor-elect thereof is 
Rev. James B. Bradley, who, as a son of a former 
Pastor, was a’ boy in the Church. He conducted the 
devotionals. The Retiring Moderator, Rev. Massey 
Mott Heltzel, preached a wonderfully helpful 
sermon on ‘*What the World Needs.” Elder D. N. 
Harvey, of the host Church, was elected Moderator. 
Rev. W. Hobart Childs is Recording Clerk. There 
were eleven ministers and eighteen elders present. 


Rev. James B. Bradley was received from Pine 
Bluff Presbytery, and answered the questions of 
his examination satisfactorily and° without hesita- 
tion. His installation was arranged for October 
27th, permission being given the Church to invite 
Rev. Jack McMichael, Georgia’s new Regional 
Director, to preach the sermon. Revs. John S. Mc- 
Mullen, W. N. Bashaw, and W. Hobart Childs, and 
Elder Otto Conn were the other members of the 
Commission to install. 


Elder B. R. Nix, of Oakhurst Church, Decatur, 
very forcibly presented Synod’s plan for a clinic 
on Home Visitation Evangelism, in Atlanta, Jan- 
uary 12-16, 1946, 


The death on February 28, 1946, was announced 
of Rev. Erwin B. Thompson, a member of our Pres- 
bytery who had been living outside the Presbytery. 
We have recently lost by death also the following 
seven Elders: D. L. Claud, D.D.S., of Greensboro; 


J. H. Copeland, of Siloam; S. C. Coxe, of Waynes- 


boro; C. L. Howard, of Greene Street, Augusta; 
Charles N. Jordan, of Monticello; M. B. Prince, of 
Lincolnton; and Julian Y. Rhodes, of Crawford- 
ville. Rev. Wm. D. Stewart, the very acceptable 
Pastor of Waynesboro Church for several years, 
was, at his own request but very regretfully, re- 
leased from that pastorate and dismissed to South- 
west Georgia Presbytery, effective Oct. 31, 1946. 
e has served well on several of our important 
committees, and has -otherwise proved himself a 
good Presbyter. We are sorry to lose him. 


Our Spring Meeting hereafter will meet at 2:00 
‘M. on Monday or Tuesday (according to the 
preference of the Host Church) after the Second 
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Sunday of April, with provision for a forty-five 


minute period of spontaneous prayer, and two in- 
spirational messages. from speakers, one on the 
evening of the first day and the other on the 
morning of the second day. The next Spring 
Meeting will be at the First Church of Augusta. 


—John Scott Johnson, Stated Clerk. 


ORANGE PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Orange met in the Springwood 
Church, Whitsett, N. C., on Tuesday, October 15, 
1946 at 10 a.m. with Rev. N. N. Fleming acting 
Moderator. Thirty-six ministers and _ thirty-two 
Ruling Elders were present. 


Rev. R. Murphy Williams preached the opening 
sermon on Ministering to Others, especially the 
Aged, making an appeal for the Synod’s Home For 
The Aged to be built in Greensboro. Rev. Williams 
reported splendid response and interest being 
manifested over the Synod. 


Rev. J. P. H. MeNatt, pastor of the Brentwood 
Presbyterian Church, organized 1940, the “baby’”’ 
church of the Presbytery which had just passed the 
100 mark in membership was elected Moderator 
and Rev. M. E. Love Temporary Clerk. 


Presbytery appointed Special Committees on 
Glade Valley High School and The Home for The 
Aged, heard appeals in behalf of both the institu- 
tions also from Presbyterian Junior College and 
Flora Macdonald College, both of which are raising 
funds for endowment to fully meet the require- 
ments of the Southern Association of Schools and 
Colleges for full accreditation. 


Presbytery expressed its appreciation for the 
splendid bequests of Mrs. W. N. Reynolds and 
especially for the gifts to the two institutions in 
our Presbytery—Flora MacDonald and Glade Valley 
High School. | 


Gratifying reports were received of the splendid 
work done by candidates under care of our Presby- 
tery during the past summer. 


Mr. Charles Wesley Jennings, a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, N. C. was 
received under care of Presbytery as a candidate 
for the Gospel] Ministry. 


Rev. Edgar Woods, D.D. was received from the 
Presbytery of Savannah and the following Com- 
mission appointed to install him pastor of the 
Graham Presbyterian Church on Nov. 10th at 
11:00 a.m.: Rev. T. H. Patterson, D.D., to preside, 
propound the questions and charge the pastor; Rev. 
F, W. Lewis, D.D., to preach the sermon and Ruling 
Elder C. W. Perry of the 1st Church, High Point 
to charge the congregation; with Rev. C. F. Myers, 
D.D., and Ruling Elder R. D. White of the First 
Church, Burlington as alternates. 


Rev. Irving E. Birdseye was received from the 
Presbytery of Syracuse, U.S.A., and granted per- 
mission to supply the Gulf Group of churches 


until the next Stated Meeting of Presbytery. 


Presbytery voted its appreciation to Rev. Robert 
Knox, D. D., Missionary to Korea who has been 
laboring in the Greenwood, Speedwell, Smyrna, 
Wentworth Group near Reidsville, for his splendid 
work in bringing this Home Mission field to self- 
support, Dr. Knox plans soon to return to Korea, 
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both he and Mrs. Knox have greatly endeared 


themselves to the Presbytery, Mrs. Knox being 
unusually active in the Presbyterial. 


. Presbytery passed resolutions of appreciation for 
the splendid services of Ruling Elders E. A. Ranson 
and J. Harvey White whose labours had meant so 
much to our Presbytery. Both of these splendid 


men have been called to their eternal reward since | 


the last meeting of Presbytery. 
The next meeting of Presbytery will be January 


14, 1947. 
—N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery : 
Presbytery of Central Mississippi held its fall 


meeting at Forest Grove Presbyterian Church near 


Camden, Miss., on October 15, 1946. 


Dr. R. E, Hough, pastor of Central Presbyterian 
Church and retiring Moderator, preached the open- 
ing sermon on “The Lord’s Building,” from the 
text, Psalm 127:1. 


“Rev. J. M. Looney, pastor of the Ackerman, Bywy 
and Old:Lebanon Presbyterian Churches was elect- 
ed Moderator. | 


A special feature of the morning program was the 
presentation of the Southwestern Campaign by Mr. 
Walker Lewis of Memphis. Mr. Lewis aiso spoke 
in connection with the Church Stewardship Program 
during-the afternoon. In addition to many routine 
matters of business and reports, Rev. James W. 
McNutt was granted a dissolution of his pastoral 
relationship with the Vaiden Presbyterian Church 
and a letter of transfer to Mississippi Presbytery. 
Rev. J. C. Stewart was retired as pastor emeritus 
of the Belzoni and Mathena Churches, and Rev. R. 
E. Hough, pastor ot Central Presbyterian Chyerch, 
Rev. W. A. Hail, pastor of the Fower Memorial 
Presbyterian Churcn, both of Jackson, were honor- 
ably retired from active ministry. 


_ Four new ministers were received into the Pres- 
bytery. Rev. Wiliam F.. Mansel in response to a 
cail irom the Vicksburg Piesbyterian Church was 
received trom Potomac rresbytery; Kev. Jonn Pres- 
ton Simmons, in response to a cail from the Louis- 
ville Presbyterian. Caurch trom tne Last Mississippi 
Presbytery; Kev. Crawiord A. Pharr, in response to 
a cali I1o0m tne Canton Presbyterian Church trom 
the ‘iransyivania Fresbytery; Kev. Sam C. Patter- 
son, in response to a cail irom the Leiand Presby- 
terian Church, trom the Presbytery ot Koanoke. 


Rev. R: S. Woodson, pastor of the Yazoo City 
Presoyterian Churcn preached the Doctrinal Sermon 
on frovidence of God.” 


Special reports were made during the day by 
Rev. K..U. bedinger, Superintenaent of Home Mis- 
sions on mome Mission Kmergency Cam- 
paign,” and Kev. J. S. Vandiver, rresiaent of 
Cnoamperlain-hunt Academy in rort Gibson on the 
Starus’Or the Scnool. Kev. J. V. Cobb, pastor of 
the’ *Phiuladeipnia Frresbyterian Churcn presented 


special’:-reports on Stewardship tor the special 


guidance of the many deacons wno were present as 
the -guests OL tne Presbytery trom the various 
churenes of the Central Mississippi Presbytery. 
Tne Presbytery adjourned to hold its next stated 
meeting at the First Presbyterian Church of Jack- 
son on April 15 and 16, 1947. 3 
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Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Tuscaloost met in stated fa]] 
meeting on October 15, 1946, at the Bethesda 
Church. Fourteen ministers and nineteen elders 
were present. Ruling Elder H. E. Hornberger, of 
the Tuscaloosa Church, was elected Moderator, 
and Rev. H. C. Niles was appointed Assistant 
Clerk. Rev. Simril F. Bryant, D.D., was received 
from Arkansas Presbytery, and a Commission ap. 
pointed to install him as pastor of the Tuscaloosa 
First Church, as follows: Rev. R. E. Fulton, to. pre 
side and propound the questions; Rev. Preston Ste. 
venson, to preach the sermon; Rev. Joseph Dung. 
linson, to charge the pastor; and Ruling Elder Dr. 
W. W. Duncan, to charge the congregation. A Com- 
mission was also appointed to install Rev. Thos. ¢. 


Duncan as pastor of the York Church, as follows: 


Rev. J. M. Partridge, Rev. M. C. McIver, Rev. L. E. 
Evans, and Elders R. B. Green and T. O. Drake. 


The Bethesda Church has just completed a brick 
veneer building, and it was dedicated at this meet- 
ing of Presbytery. Rev. M. O. Cockerham, former 
pastor, preached the dedicatory sermon, and Rev. 
Joseph Dunglinson made the dedicatory prayer. 
Rev. N. J. Warren, Moderator of Synod and Chair- 
man of Presbytery’s Home Mission Committee, pre- 
sided over the laying of the cornerstone and dedi- 
cated the building to the worship of God. The re 
quest of Chaplain Freeman B. Parker to pursue his 
studies at Union Seminary, Richmond, Va., was 
granted. The retirement of Rev. C. H. Rogers was 
approved and he was recommended for annuity. 
Mr. Davis Yeuell, of the Young People’s Council, 
addressed the Presbytery. Rev. Preston Stevenson, 
of Uniontown, Ala., has accepted a call to the 
Canal Street Church of New Orleans, La. 


An overture to the Synod, asking that an ad in- 
terim committee be appointed to consider and de 
vise ways and means for the publication of the His 
tory of Synod being prepared by Rev. James W. 
Marshall, was adopted. The following committee 
assignments were reported: On the Minister and 
His Work, Rev. Joseph Dunglinson; on Religious 
Education, Elders E, R. Plowden, David S. Lee, 
and Edward White; on Presbytery’s Home Mission 
Committee, Rev. S. F. Bryant. Dr. Bryant was also 
made Chairman of Assembly’s Home Missions. On 
Sessional Records, Rev. Thos. C. Duncan; on Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief, Elder H. G. 


Cobb; Chairman of Attendance Committee, Rev. 


Thos. C. Duncan. 


Presbytery will meet on January 21, 1947, in 
the Tuscaloosa First Church. 


R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


= 


Western Texas Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Laredo, Texas, on Oct. 
8-9, 1946, with fifty ministers and thirty-seven 
ruling elders present. 


Officers: Rev. W. M. Logan, Moderator; Rev. 
W. B. Holmes, Jr., Temporary Clerk; Rev. Sam B. 
Hill, Reading Clerk; and Rev. James L. Spencer; 


- Received: Rev. Charles T. Campbell, from_ the 
Presbytery of Connecticut Valley, U.S.A.; Rev. 
Palmer W. Deloteus, from the Brazos Presbyte!y: 
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and Rev. J. Russel] Woods, from the Presbytery of 
New Orleans, Mr. Campbell is Minister of Youth 
in the First Church, Corpus Christi; Mr. Deloteus 
is pastor of the La Feria church; and Mr. Woods 
3 stated supply of the Vanderbilt church. 


A memorial service was held for two deceased 
brethren: Rev. J. M. Purcell and Rev. T. A. Hardin. 


The pastoral relations were dissolved between 
Rev. E. A. Lindsey and the McAllen church, and 
Rev. Geo. F. Williams, D.D., and the Sinton church. 
Dr. Williams, at his request, was honorably retired. 


A call from the Beeville church for the pastoral 
grvices of Rev. W. J. Coleman, of Paris Presby- 
tery, Was approved. poy 


Mr. Lloyd S. Riddle, of the Harlingen church, was 
received under the care of Presbytery as a candidate 
for the ministry. | 


An ad interim committee was appointed to study 
the advisability of holding more than two stated 


meetings per year. | 


The following principal commissioners to the 
1947 General Assembly were elected: Rev. James 
L. Spencer, Rev. C, F. Hoffman, Rev. Harvard A. 
Anderson, Rev. Paul D. Hanna, and Ruling Elders 
Floyd F. Prozanski, Robert H. Kern, Sr., E. W. 
Halstead, and Rocky Reagan. | 


There will be an adjourned meeting during the 
session of Synod, and the next stated meeting will 
be at Victoria, Texas. : 
TT. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


— 


NORFOLK PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Norfolk met in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Newport News, Va., at 10:00 
AM., October 15, 1946. Thirty-five ministers and 
twenty-six ruling elders were present. 


Rev. James Moore McNair was elected moderator, 
John A. Wood, vice-moderator, and Rev. Graham C. 
McChesney, temporary clerk. 3 


Rev. Leland Nicholas Edmunds was received from 
the Presbytery of Asheville. The following com- 
mision was appointed to install him in the Second 
Church of Newport News, October 20th, 1946: 
Rev. E. T, Welltord, D.D., to preside and deliver 
the charge to the pastor; Rev. W. E. Davis, D.D., 
to preach; Rev. Charles H. Gibboney to deliver 
the charge to the congregation and Ruling Elders 
J. A. Naff and W. H. Rohrbach to complete the 
Commission. 


Rev. David Burke Kerr accepted a call to the 
newly organized Broadmoor Church of Portsmouth, 
Va, and the following Commission was appointed 
to install him October 27, 1946: Rev. M. Kk. Atkin- 
son, D.D., to preside; Rev. J. L. MacMillian, D.D., 
t preach; Rev. Robert P. Davis to deliver the 
charge to the pastor; Rev. Charles H. Gibboney to 
deliver the charge to the congregation, and Ruling 
Elders H. C. Gimbert, L. H. Cathey, J. H. Oland, 
and D. L. Smith to complete the Commission. 


The next stated meeting is to be in the Copeland 
Park Chapel, a work developed by the First Church 


of Newport. News, January 21, 1947. | 
| —W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


... by young people and 
their leaders ... Youth 
Triumphant—the very new- 
est correspondence course 
for Christians young in the faith. 
This letter from a young people’s ° 
director is ohyew: of the enthusiastic 
way in which churches are respond-— 
ing to it: | 
"Enclosed is my first 
examination for 'Youth 
Triumphant.' Thanks 
for such a course as 
this one. Even after 
a glance through the 
lesson book I shout, 
'Hallelujah!' Our 
Youth Fellowship will 
take this course as a 
group...enclosed find 


a check for 15 en-. 
rollments." | 


This specialized. study gets down to 
earth and answers the questions fac- 
ing Christian youth today. Individ- 
uals and church groups are finding - 
that it meets present-day unbelief. . . 
gives practical help in living a- vic-. 
torious life. 

Through the years more than 123,000 


_ persons have responded to the Moody 


plan for home Bible study. Today you 
can choose from 17 different courses. 


Write today for the des- 
criptive booklet Open 
Door to Bible Study, and 
select one of the 
courses that will meet 
your needs for home or 
church Bible study. 


SJ-872 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Moody Bible Institute 


153 Institute Place » Chicago IO, Illinois 
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‘Opening Of Austin Seminary 


Austin Presbyterian Seminary opened its regular 
session Wednesday September 18th, with most 
encouraging prospects. Twenty two new men were 
enrolled, mostly in the Junior class. 
students have also registered for graduate work 
leading to the Th.M. Degree. | 


Opening convocation was held in the Seminary 
Chapel and was featured by a fervent and scholarly 
address on the subject of Sanctification, by Dr. 
Robert F. Gribble of the faculty. The Lord’s 
Supver followed. Four new cottages have been 
acquired for married students. The dormitory is 
filled to capacity. 


Since the opening of school the Seminary has 
been the recipient of a bequest of $50,000 left by 
Miss Josephine Brown of Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
The campaign for one million dollars for Texas 
Presbyterian Institutions is on. The Seminery ex- 
pects to receive $250,000 from this source. In ad- 
dition, the Synod of Louisiana, one of the controll- 
ing Synods of the Seminary, has planned a similar 
campaign for 1948, in which the Seminary is to 
share in the amount of $150,000. Thus, with an 
anticipation of a half million dollars in the near 
future, Austin Seminary expects to build its planned 
library and administration building, and add to its 
endowment and faculty. —S.L.J. 


SYNOD OF GEORGIA 


The Presbyterian Churches of the Synod of. 
Georgia and adjacent areas are looking forward to 
a great experience in Visitation Evangelism during 
the week of January the 12th, 1947. Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, Director of Evangelism for the denomi- 
nation, has been able to secure the services of Dr. 
Guy H. Black of Nashville, Tenn., to lead in this 
visitation program. Dr. Black of the Methodist 
Church has been leading his own people in some 
great experiences in this pattern of lay-evangelism. 
His experience is the largest and richest of any 
minister in America in this leadership and we re- 
joice in the privilege of having him with our people. 
Rev. Cecil A. Thompson, who has recently come to 
Columbia Theological Seminary to occupy the chair 
of Evangelism and Rural Work, is general chair- 
man of the committee making all arrangements for 
this great endeavor to win people to Christ and His 
Church. These meetings will be held in the city of 
Atlanta. 3 


The Reverend George 


Phifer Stevens _ 
Missionary To China 1909-1942 


On January 15, 1946, another of God’s faithful 
servants was called to his reward. 


George Phifer Stevens was born in Monroe, 


North Carolina, on December 9, 1879, the son of 
Amos Franklin and Martha Eleanor Phifer Stevens. 
His parents died while he was in his early teens, 
and his later boyhood was spent with his older 
brothers in and near Monroe, where he obtained his 
primary and secondary schooling. He entered the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 
1897, and was graduated with the B.A. degree in 
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1902, and M.A. in 1903. After one year at Prince. 
ton Theological Seminary, in New Jersey, he 9. 
tended the Louisville, Ky., Presbyterian Seminary 
from which he was graduated in 1906 with th 
B.D. degree. He was licensed and ordained in th 
fall of 1906 by Mecklenburg Presbytery, and for a 
year served a group of home mission churches jp 
and around Marshville, N. C. In 1907 he volyp. 
teered for service in the foreign field, and in 199 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions ap. 
pointed him to China and to the North Kiangy 
Mission. He sailed on Nevember 8, and after , 
month’s stopover in Japan landed in Shanghaj op 
January 5, 1909. 


His first year and a half in China he lived jy 
Sutsien studying the language. From 1910 he 


' spent eight years in Suchowfu as an evangelist ip 


the country field of that station. During this 
period he was married on July 12, 1912, to Miss 
Mary Perrin Thompson, of Atlanta, Georgia, who 
had come to China on the same steamer with hin. 
To this union were born a daughter, Janie Perrin. 
and a son, George Phifer, Jr. In 1918 he was 
called into educational work in Tenghsien, Shan. 
tung Province, and until 1929 taught Bible and 
other subjects in the Mateer Memorial Institute, 
and from 1923 he also carried classes in the North 
China Theological Seminary. From these two in- 
stitutions went forth many young men not only 
into the ministry but also into Christian life and 
service, who rise up to call him blessed. In 1929 the 
Mission recalled him into evangelistic work, and he 
spent a year supplying an interim need in the 
Tsingkiangpu field. Returning from furlough in 
1931, the remaining years of his service were spent 
in the Fowning Hsien (County) field of the Yen- 
cheng Station. 3 


Mr. Stevens, in the Providence of God, was 
called to suffer much of hardship, sorrow, pain, and 
weakness. But through it all he patiently and 
steadfastly labored on in faith in his Savior and 
love for God and his fellow-man. Beginning with 
his first trip to Sutsien, on which he “was frozen 
up on the Grand Canal, and had to live on cold 
sweet potatoes, snow birds, and rice,’”’ he endured 
much of such privation during his long country 
trips. His wedding was delayed by a severe and 
prolonged attack of the dread tyvhus fever; and 
he spent two and a half years in the United States 
seeking renewal of strength and health. His wife 
was taken suddenly on September 19, 1919, after 
a short illness, leaving him with the two children, 
In August, 1933, 
A fine athletic, 
lovable boy of deep spiritual purpose in life, 
George, Jr., had just graduated from the Pyengyang 
(Korea) Foreign School, and was spending the 
summer with his father in Kuling before going t 
America to college to prepare hjmself to be 3 
medical missionary, when he was cut down within 
a few days by a rare disease of the blood (Purpura 
hemorrhagica). 


Mr. Stevens never fully recovered from the 
effects of the long siege of typhus fever, but was 
hampered by a weak heart and high blood pressur¢. 
However, despite these limitations, he returned 1 
China in April, 1938, walking by faith, not knowing 
that the Japanese had already entered his station 
territory, and early in July were to burn the new 
residence which should have been his headquarter 
But through loneliness and privation he continue 
to shower his sympathy and faith in God upon the 


suffe 
Dece 
in Ta 

Missi 
follow 
pleted 
ments 

first 

York 

of his 
and y 

His 

lotte 
Monr 
in Mo 

home 
ten de 
next 2 

Monr 

dorf, 
And 2 

Monr 
Beside 

survl 

Brow 

Sine 
God ¢ 

vet h 

Septe 

Be 

of Th 
Presb 

Mrs. 

ferve 
ing ve 
Wil 
“Billy 
larger 

a ma 
friend 
confid 
the M 
that d 
Servic 

As 

Mr, 
divers 

firm] 
he ha 
such ; 
he re 
bestov 

and e 
men ¢ 
in the 


uffering Chinese until] on Pearl Harbor Day 
(December 8, 1941) he was caught by the Japanese 
‘, Taichow and was there interned with fellow- 
\issionaries in the Sarah Walkup Hospital. In the 
flowing June exchange negotiations were com- 
pleted between the American and Japanese govern- 
ments, and he and they were repatriated on_the 
first trip of the M.S. “Gripsholm,” arriving in New 
York August 2, 1942. The sweetness and strength 
of his trust in God were a tower of refuge to white 
and yellow alike. . 


His remaining years were spent mostly in Char- 
ltte with his brother, William F. Stevens, or in 
Monroe with his sister, Mrs. C. B. Adams. It was 
‘» Monroe that he passed peacefully to his eternal 
hme on the morning of January 15, 1946, about 
tn days after suffering a stroke. The service the 
next afternoon in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Monroe was conducted by the Rev. G. P. Womel- 
dorf, with prayers by the Revs. L. H. Lancaster and 
HT. Bridgman, all three his colleagues in China. 
And amidst the snow his body was laid away in the 
Monroe Cemetery, to await the day of ressurection. 
Besides the brother and sister already named he is 
wrvived by his daughter, Janie (now Mrs. S. Evans 


Brown), and her two children. 


“Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee the crown 
of life.” 
H. T. Bridgman. 


William Taylor Hassell 


Since, in His infallible wisdom and perfect tov-. 
God called our teacher, William Taylor Hassell, to 
vet higher service on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
September 24, 1946, 


Be It Resolved that we, the officers and members 
of The Men’s Brotherhood Bible Class of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Virginia, extend to 
Mrs. Hassell and to his sisters and brothers our 
fervent sympathy; and that we record the follow- 
ing very deeply-felt tribute to his memory: 


William T. Hassell, affectionately known as 
‘Billy’ to the members of our class and to a much 
larger circle of friends and admirers, was by nature 
aman of sterling character and of singularly 
friendly and altruistic spirit. Men liked him, had 
confidence in him, and backed him. He loved 
the Master, he loved his fellowmen, and he attested 
that dual love bv a lifetime of faithful, in season 
and out of season, highly efficient and gladsome 
‘rvice to both. For ten years he was the honored 
and signally successful teacher of our class. 


As teacher and leader of the men’s Bible class, 
rt. Hassell’s qualifications, both native and ac- 
quired, were exceptionally large in number, widely 
diversified in kind, and of superb quality. We 
firmly believe that this was due to the fact that 
he had been definitely called of God to perform 
sich a ministry: and that, having been so called, 


he received a divine enduement like unto that 


bestowed upon the prophets, apostles, confessors 
and evangelists of old, and upon certain other true 
men of God who, over the centures, have followed 
In their train. 
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Though nominally a layman, Mr. Hassell’s powers 
as a preacher were of a high order: aflame with 
his subject, clear in thought, a well-stored mind, 
and an animated, happy and convincing style of 
address. 


Moreover, it was an outstanding feature of our 
friend’s teaching and leadership that he was a 


thoroughgoing believer in and practicer of what 


may be called applied Christianity. Without yield- 
ing in the least upon the point that faith in the Lord 


_ Jesus Christ and a personal acceptance of Him and 


of His offer are—except in the case of infants, 
and other incompetents—absolutely essential to 
salvation, yet he stressed always with no less em- 
phasis the truth that “faith without works is dead.” 
And he avoided this lifeless, and hence pseudo, 
faith in very practical and beautiful ways, both in 
his personal life and in his leadership of the class. 
As to the latter, concrete illustrations are: (a) an 
annual budget of more than $1,500., from which 
allotments are made to the Sunday School and to 
certain benevolent organizations, (b) a separate 
milk fund, sponsored and administered by the class 
and raised by public contributions through the 
medium: of milk bottles placed on store counters 


and at other favorable points, and (c) the collection 


and distribution of clothing, food and other neces- 
saries for those in need. The annual “White 
Christmas” always marks the red-letter-day re- 
garding this last activity. 


An understanding and delightful friend; truly 
‘‘a living epistle’’; an uncommonly interesting, in- 
structive and stimulating teacher of the Scriptures; 
and a born Christian leader, it is not easy for us 
mortals to comprehend why a man of such noble 
and pleasing personality and of such great useful- 
ness should have been taken in his prime. Never- 
theless, in faith. gratitude and humility we bow to 
God’s will. The following lines from Frances 


Alexander’s Burial of Moses seem pertinent: 


‘God hath His mysteries of grace, 
Ways that we cannot tell, 
He hides them deep, like 

the secret sleep 
Of him He loved so well.” 


We shall miss Billy sorely, shall often... 


“Sigh for the touch of a vanished hand, 
: And the sound of a voice that is still,” 


yet, by divine grace and help, we will carry on in 
the sure belief that in so doing we shall best serve 
our blessed Redeemer, and best honor the memory 
of our beloved friend and teacher. 


Respectfully submitted, 


James Quarles, 
George Tullidge, 


October 6, 1946. Committee. 


R 


Rev. S. M. Erickson, D.D. 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
announces with regret the death in Richmond, Va., 
on October 29, 1946, of Rev. S. M. Erickson, D.D., 
after long months of suffering. Dr. Erickson was 
for 39 years a missionary of our Church in Japan. 

—H.K.T. 
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Rev. Joseph A. Savels 


Word has been received from Brussels. Belgium, 


announcing the death in London in late September 


of Rev. Josenh A. Savels, our missionary to the 
Belgian Congo, retired. 5 


On Sentember 30 just after Mr. Savels’ death Mr. 
A. M. Shive, of our Congo Mission, writing to Mr. 
Hearn from Brussels. where he was en route from 
— eer? to the Congo, says, in regard to Mr. 

vels: 


“Tt was a terrible shock to learn of the death 
of Mr. Savels when we called on Mrs. Savels 
yesterdav. The immediate cause was an ac- 
cident, but he was suffering from a cancer 
behind the liver and probably would not have 
lived long. He stepped down from a street 
car and was knocked down and badly bruised 
and shocked and died on September 25 and 

was buried on Saturday afternoon, the 28th. 
A truck knocked him down.” 


This announrement recalls the interesting life 
and work of this good man. Mr. Savels was formerly 
a member of the Roman Catholic Church and of its 
priesthood, On his conversion to Protestantism and 
his desire to become an ordained evangelistic mis- 
sionary of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., after 
much corresvondence the following action of the 
Executive Committee was taken on September 19, 
1922: 


“The Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions respectfully request the Presbyterv of | 
Nashville of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. to 
request the North London Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church of England to examine 
Mr. James Savels, at present working with our 
African Mission, and to ordain him to the 
gospel ministry as a foreign evangelist, pro- 
vided the Presbytery of North London is satis- 
fied that he possesses the qualifications re- 
quisite for that work.” 


On Sevtember 28th, 1922, at St. John’s, Rensing- 
ton, Mr Savels was ordained. Dr. Anderson Scott 
presided and Dr. Hodge, late of Philadelphia, Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., gave the charge. 7 


Dr. James O. Reavis, under date of October 27, 
1922, wrote to Mr. Savels: 


“We are gratified to hear you were ordained 
to the gospel ministry as an evangelist by 
the Presbytery of North London of the Presby- 
terian Church of England. In behalf of the 
Executive Committee we exténd you our con- 
gratulations and best wishes.” 


Mr. Savels applied for missionary appointments as 
an evangelistic worker to Africa ‘in February 1917. 
On November 7. 1918, he sailed for Congo to work 
in the Kasai field. Here he did evangelistic work 
until 1924. In August 1924 he and Mrs. Savels 
were regularly appointed as- missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and served in the Congo 
field until September 1934, when for health reasons 
it- Was necessary for them to return to London. In 
September 1936, after repeated requests from the 
Mission for them to return to resume their work 
in the Congo, the resignation became effective be- 
cause of the doctors’ refusal .on account of their 
health to sanction their return. 


greatness of man’s soul. 


The message telling of Mr. Savels’ death wx 
received from Rev. J. Leslie Taylor, who is th 
ad interim Protestant Representative in Brussel 
for the Foreign Mission Conference of Nor} 
America with which organization our Executiye 
Committee of Foreign Missions is associated. 


Under date of October 21, 1946, Dr. James 0, 
Reavis. formerly Corresnonding Secretary of oy 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, and now 
retired in Burns, Tennessee, wrote: 


“Mr. Savels was a good man and God blessed 
his work in the Lord in our Mission in Africa, 
Many will rise up in that day whom he brought 
to Jesus to add to his joy and crown of re. 
joicing when they all appear in the presence 
of the Lord Jesus at His coming.” 


—H.K.T. 


— 


Missionaries Arrive In Shanghai 


A cable has come to the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions informing us of the safe arrival 
in Shanghai on October 15th of the SS “Marine 
Lvnx” which sailed from San Francisco September 
29th. ecarryine the following missionaries of. the 
Presbvterian Church. U.S.: Mrs. S. C. Farrior. Mrs. 
Martin A. Honkins. Mrs. John Minter (and children), 
Mrs. A. A. MeFadven, Mrs. Andrew Allison, Miss 
Elinore R. Lynch and Miss Florence =. . 


BOOK REVIEWS 


MAN AND SOCIETY IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


By Ernest F. Scott. Scribner, New York, N. Y. 
299 pages. Price $2.75. 


The human personality counts for little in present 
dav vhilosophies. The single soul is submerged in 
society or community. Everything in human life is 
accounted for from communal motives and it- 
fluences. Liberal theology has given no small 
comfort to the collectivists, for often in New Testa- 
ment studies the social interest is made central, 
and the religious message is viewed in the light of it. 


It is refreshing in the light of all this to hear 
Dr, Frnest F. Scott, himself a liberal and formerly 
of Union Theological Seminary, New York, 58) 
that “New Testament teaching revolves on two 
poles.—the fact of God and the fact of human 
personality.” Christianity, he says, affirms the 
It protests against all 
theories that the single soul is nothing in itself. 
The New Testament’s social teaching is concerne 
not with men in the mass, but with the relation of 
men as individuals. Jesus did not come with 4 new 
plan for social organization; he sought to create 
a new disposition in men. 


a Paul held himself aloof 
from political movements, because he realized that 
in the end they could effect nothing. He addressed 
himself to men, whose personal change was al: 
important. The New Testament does not profess ” 
solve our social problems, but gives us this guiding 
principle: Think first of the sou] which is in ever 
man. 
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Character and Leadership. Second award $400.00. 


Montreat High School And College Courses 


Accredited. Uiberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships, Catalog. 


DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box Montreat, N. C. 


HEADQUARTERS 
fer RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


 PULPIT ROBES HANG 
STOLES EMBROIDERIES Eta, 
CATALOG ON REQUEST 
fi ] 
fh ona COMPLI 
Many readers, no doubt, will loudly acclaim the 
liberal Dr. Scott’s message. But it ought not to be 
overlooked that historic Christianity has an even 
stronger case for human personality with its doc- 
trine of the creation of man. It has long pointed 
out the importance of new men for a better society. | 
It alone has the instrument for the making of the 
new men,—the word of the truth of the gospel. 
And historie Christianity has always preached, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ 
—Adrian De Young. 


- THE MINISTRY FOR TOMORROW SERIES 
We Have This Ministry-- Look At The 
Ministry - A Young Man’s View 
Of The Ministry. 
Published by The Association Press, 347 Madison 


Avenue, New York, N. Y. Each book (paper bound) 
50 cents. | 


We Have This Ministry (Church Vocations for 
— and Women). Edited by John Oliver Nelson. 
pages. | 


Eleven church leaders have each written a chap- 
ter on this book illustrating the need and oppor- 
tunities for various types of church activity. Chap- 
ters on the Military Chaplain, the Institutional 
Chaplain, the City Pastor, the Rural Pastor, the 
Director of Religious Education, and the Social 
Worker, included. : 


_ Each chapter was designed to acquaint and to 
Interest the young reader in the various phases of 
Christian work that are now open to reveal the 
heed that exists for trained workers. To those of — 
our young people who are interested in the Church 


a8 a vocation, this book may be of service.- -—--.- -- 


SS : K | N | G C 0 L L E G E Co-educational 


OFFERS $1,000.00 SCHOLARSHIP 


Four-year competitive scholarship open to High School Seniors on basis of Scholarship, Christian 
Applications must be received before February 


pave. .....- .--- 


1, 1947. For information, write: The Registrar, Box JS, King College, Bristol, Tenn. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. 8. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades. 

| Veterans Refresher. 
Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 
own b ess. 

Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton. N. C. 


Since the books are written by and for a 
denominationally-mixed audience, little, if any, 
stress is laid upon the fundamentals. In the chap- 
ter, “Every Christian a Minister,’’ Mr. Nelson has 
this to say about .Christ’s plan and care for His 
disciples: “In the New Testament, particularly 
among Christ’s own teachings, we find everywhere 
the assumption that God has a plan, a calling, an 
intention, for every human being. Jesus assured 
His disciples that their Heavenly Father watches 
over even the sparrow, and told them with His 
usual vivid overstatement (the boldface are the 
reviewer’s) that ‘the very hairs of your head are 
numbered.” Certainly nowhere in the Scripture do 
we believe Christ guilty of ‘‘overstatement.” 


The second book of this triology is called Look 
At The Ministry and is composed of thirty-two 
pages of photographs with short bits of text, il- 
lustrating the type of work a minister may be 
called on to do, and giving examples of some 
leaders in the Christian world. The following state- 
ment under Toyohiko Kagawa’s photo seems a bit 
ambiguous to one who read some of his wartime 
speeches, and visited his home city of Kyoto after 
the war. “Even during war his flaming spirit was 
unquenched, leaving him one of the several most 
influential men in Japan, a remarkable Christian.” 


The volume is photographically well prepared; 


and is an attempt to “provide vista into one great 
kind: ef job.” 


A Young Man’s: View Of The Ministry,” by S. M. 
Shoemaker, is a reprint of a book written several 
years ago and constitutes the third volume in this 
series. It too is paper-bound and is seventy-three 
pages. Though the purpose in this triology is sound, 
the vagueness of the text weakens the entire struc* 
ture, and nullifies the usefulness which it might 

Borchert. 
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